Wl Kd 


i 


\ 


( 


“( 


t 


= 


CH 


bu 


ana i. 
UR 


Ih MREPORME 


. oA ra 


: 


G l (°. i 


ehh 


Nn al 


Q@ Praper for Lent 


Thou maker of the earth and of her men; 
Who fashioned all the wonder, 
All the beauty that abounds; 

Hear Thou our poor confessions once again. 


So heedlessly we blunder on, 

Ne’er thinking what we crush beneath our heel. 
We hear not as the violet cries 
In purple-bleeding pain; 

We care not for the grasses’ hurt, nor feel. 
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On, on we go, no thought for Thee, 

And drinking deep the fragrances of Spring. 
We feel Thy breeze upon our brow, 
We hear Thy robin song, 

Thinking for us alone Thy world must sing. 


We place the crown upon His brow! 

We goad and scourge Him up steep Calvary! 
We laugh with them: the Pharisee, 
The High-Priest and the Scribe! 

We mock, with bitter gall, His agony! 


Somehow, we know Thou dost forgive; 
Somehow, we feel that Thou dost love us still. 
Make us to turn from sordid self 
To little deeds of love, 
And teach us, with the Christ, to do Thy will. 


—Clement W. DeChant. 


fly Task 


To love someone more dearly every day, 
To help a wandering child to find his way, 
To ponder o’er a noble thought, and pray 
And smile, when evening falls, 

This is my task. 


To follow truth as blind men long for light, 
To do my best from dawn of day till night, 
To keep my heart fit for His holy sight, 
And answer when He calls, 
This is my task. 
—Maude Louise Ray. 


fly Creed 


I would be true, for there are those who 
trust me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who 
care; 
I would be strong, for there is much to 
suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to 
dare. 


I would be friend of all—the foe, the 
friendless; 
I would be giving, and forget the gift; 
I would be humble, for I know my weak- 
ness; 
I would look up—and laugh—and love— 
and lift. 
—Howard Arnold Walter. 


The new First Reformed Church, Pottsville, Pa., the Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, pas- 
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tor, dedidcated Feb. 26, 192 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


THE GOD-CENTERED LIFE 
Arthur C. Ohl 


A few years ago I visited a home in the 
dining room of which was the motto with 
the inscription: ‘‘Jesus, A Welcome 
Guest.’’ The family did well to welcome 
the Lord as a guest and extend its hospi- 
tality, but the motto represented a false 
philosophy of religion. Jesus ought to be 
more than a guest in a home, A guest, as 
we know, is not a member of the family, 
but may be a frequent or infrequent visi- 
tor. Jesus Christ ought to be recognized 
as a member of the family. Such being 
the case, though He is absent in body, He 
is present in spirit. There may be a va- 
cant chair of the member of the family, 
who has gone to the family of saints on 
high, but the spirit of that one is regarded 
as present in the family group. Why 
should not God be the Father of every 
family? With all of our intelligence and 
religious progress we have many faulty 
conceptions of God. And is it not strange 
that we put God so far outside of human 
experience? The normal life is the recog- 
nition that God is in the very thick of 
life. Men live in the midst of God’s 
life. 

The God-consciousness is the cure-all of 
all human ills. The problems of life can 
be solved as men become aware of God. 
There never was an age in human history 
when there was more dissatisfaction with 
existing conditions in all realms and never 
so many remedies offered for solution as at 
present. Among the solutions of economic, 
social and religious conditions, are social- 
ism, sovietism, more democracy, arbitra- 
tion, institutionalism, mind-cure, ethical 
culture, liberalism, denominationalism, ete. 
These, all, have elements of truth as me- 
thods, but systems and sects do not strike 
at the root. They are not fundamental. 
God as the source of righteousness is 
needed. 

God’s spirit in man is creative. A man’s 
consciousness of God is the determining 
factor in healing a diseased world. The 
diseases persist in spite of all of our me- 
thods. God in His true value is woefully 
under-estimated and what is worse the hu- 
man mind lacks the God-power in dealing 
with the situations of life. Man is weak 
without God. The apostle said, ‘‘I can 
do all things through Christ who strength- 
ened me.’’?’ Human experience reveals, 
however, that ‘‘no labor is better expend- 
ed than that which explores the way to 
the treasure-houses of the spirit and shows 
mankind where to find those goods which 
are increased by being shared and which 
no man can take from us’’ (Inge). 

Whatever makes men more conscious of 
God is not to be despised. Education and 
experience ought to enlarge our concepts 
of the divine so that the abiding Christ 
has more power in our lives. The develop- 
ing consciousness of God will exert an in- 
fluence in the whole of man’s life. The 
living object of love constantly in the 
mind will have its effect on all the rela- 
tions of men. But the product of our civil- 
ization reveals but little of God in it. 
Something else has certainly been upper- 
most in the consciousness of men. The 
consciousness of God is dim and shadowy 
in the minds of great numbers of people 
today. Many good things are in their 
mental processes, but they are only things 
—not the Lord Himself. 

The matter of practical importance for 
Christians today is the cultivating of a 
God-consciousness, the enthronement of the 
Lord in the mind, the effect of which 
will be the Divine Presence in the waking 
consciousness as well as in the sub-con- 
scious self. 


1. Begin in the Home. If the Lord is 
only occasionally thought of or is entirely 
crowded out of the parental mind then He 
is absent from the experiences of family 
life. If God is not thought of in our 
homes He surely will not be a factor in 
society and politics. The pagans have in- 


numerable gods about them to make them 
everlastingly conscious of the presence of 
their gods. Only a comparative few Chris- 
tians have reminders of God in their 
homes. The walls of their homes are 
minus religious art. Their book shelves 
carry no books that give acquaintance with 
the Divine (the precious Book is frequent- 
ly only an ornament). The experiences in 
the home are seldom connected up with 
God. Public prayer is a non-entity and 
private prayer not encouraged. The call 
of varied duties and the occupation of 
members of the family in social and 
pleasurable functions crowd out the 
thoughts of God. 

Christianity is truly the leaven for all 
human relations, social, industrial, politi- 
eal, moral and religious, but it cannot 
function without the personal God of 
truth, goodness and beauty. The Lord is 
the Prime-mover. Christianity, as a sys- 
tem, without personal allegiance to its 
Founder cannot be maintained, and if 
humans have no room in their minds and 
hearts for Him, this thing we call Chris- 
tianity becomes an empty shell, soon to 
be dissolved on the sands of time. All of 
our talk about carrying our religion into 
all relations and enriching them is vain, 
unless we begin at home to practice the 
presence of God. God, the Father, must 
really be a very member of our families. 

2. Cultivate the Cod-consciousness in 
the Church School. The problem of re- 
ligious education is not as difficult as it is 
made out to be by many of our erudite 
professors and leaders. Much is said about 
our methods and systems in religious edu- 
cation. The emphasis has been so placed 
in many instances that Jesus Christ is 
overlooked. Salvation by systems is the 
propaganda these days instead of salva- 
tion by personality. A fear that is justi- 
fied is that our Sunday Schools will pro- 
duce well-equipped ‘‘organization men’’ 
instead of well-developed, symmetrical per- 
sonalities full of faith and the Holy Spirit. 
The method of education is not fundamen- 
tal. It is only a mechanical device, as 
such, it is useful to put across the vital 
education which is the cultivation of the 
God-consciousness in man. The material- 
centered program for our Sunday Schools 
has had its day; the pupil-centered is now 
coming to the front, but neither this nor 
any other can afford to minimize the pur- 
pose of all education, namely, the develop- 
ment of the God-centered life. 

The true objective in teaching is enlarg- 


. ing the pupil’s vision of God, giving Him 


an ever-increasing value; to make Christ 
natural and vital to all the experiences of 
the pupils; to lead them to follow Christ 
everywhere and to entertain thoughts of 
Him constantly. 


HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE, LITTLES- 
TOWN, PA. 
Rev. Sidney S. Smith, Supt. 


Our annual oyster treat came as a sur- 
prise a few days ago. 


ous friends, the men of Third Reformed 
Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. James Riley 
Bergey, pastor. No previous notice had 


‘ been received regarding this treat, so that 


the truck, which brings the high school 
scholars home from Littlestown, brought 
home this keg containing five-gallons of 
selects on ice, was a complete surprise to 
everybody and from this we had three 
good meals of oysters. Thanks to these 
friends, who each year favor us in this 
way. 


We continue to have real winter weather 
and, fearing weather conditions might 
change, we are trying to finish our season 
for butchering. The last of the beef for 
the year has been killed, part of it sent to 
the butcher for our summer credit, some 
canned and the remainder in the greatly 
appreciated Frigidaire (which Dr. Paul C. 
E. Hauser, of Baltimore, Md., has made 


This special feature. 
for the children is provided by our graci- 
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possible for us). Our worry will be the 
curing and smoking of the pork, as our 
friends will again expect some of our good 
home-cured ham on Anniversary Day. We 
are trying to have nothing prevent this 
year’s supply from being up to the stand- 
ard of previous years. With butchering 
disposed of we look for the signs of spring 
and the beginning of farming and garden- 
ing activities. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The Lehigh Valley Ministerial Associa- 
tion held its monthly meeting at the Home 
on Monday, March 5, as the guest of the 
superintendent. 

The meeting was opened with a devo- 
tional service conducted by Rev. J. G. 
Rupp, D. D. There was a brief business 
session, after which Rey. John Baer 
Stoudt, D. D., read a paper on ‘‘The Place 
of Symbols in Protestant Worship.’’ Dr. 
Stoudt profusely illustrated his paper by 
presenting prints of numerous symbols, es- 
pecially from the Reformed Church. The 
second paper was on the subject, ‘‘The 
Life of Prayer in a World of Science,’? 
read by Rev. Thomas H. Krick. Both 
papers were very interesting and instrue- 
tive, and provoked much interesting dis- 
cussion. 

Following the program the Home dining 
room was opened to the guests for the day. 
For these guests the superintendent had 
prepared a dinner such as is often served to 
the regular guests in the Home on Sun- 
days. 


CATAWBA WINS DEBATES 


Catawba College is making a record in 
debating equal to that made in other de- 
partments of its work, notably, dramaties. 
It will be recalled that last year the dra- 
matic club won first prize against all the 
institutions in the State by a unanimous 
decision of five judges, in the dramatie 
contest staged by the University of North 
Carolina. Now the debating team has 
turned in 4 straight victories, two against 
Guilford College and two against Lenoir- 
Rhyne College. Not only have these de- 
bators not lost a debate on either side of 
the question,—they have not lost a single 
vote of any judge. Every debate ended in 
a unanimous victory. ’ 

The dramatie club, The Blue Masque, 
is hard at work on a new play, which will 
be taken to the university for the annual 
competition. The Blue Masque is predict- 
ing another victory. The Graduate Mana- 
ger of Athletics has stated that he would 
rather win debates than athletie victories, 
However, the college has been making a 
good showing in interscholastic athleties, 
turning in victories against some of the 
standard colleges of the State. 

The student publications are conducted 
on a high plane, comparable to that of 
their debating and dramatic work. Sinee 
‘Catawba’? was an Indian name, they 
have adopted the Indian theme in the pub- 
lications, The bi-weekly is called the 
‘*Pioneer,’’ the annual the ‘‘Swastika,’? 
while the handbook is the ‘‘Tom-Tom.’? 
In spite of the unusually fine showing the 
students of Catawba College have made in 
the so-called ‘‘extra-curricular’’ activities, 
the college authorities believe that their 
superiority to the mediocre college stand- 


ards usually found, would be even more ~ 


noted if their classroom activities could 
be measured by competition. First-class 
equipment and first-class personnel are 
showing results and justifying the support 
the Church has given to her institution. 


DEDICATION OF FIRST CHURCH, ~ 


, POTTSVILLE, PA. 
Opening a week of services dedicato 
to the greatly improved and enlarg 
building just completed, which will hou: 
the congregation of First Church, Pot 
(Continued on Page 22) 


MarkcH 15, 1928. | 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


ai : 


VOL. CI, NO. 16 


Published every Thursday at 
The Schaff Building, Fif- 
teenth and Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


Race 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., MARCH 15, 1928 


Reformed Church 


essenger ~ 


Whole Number 5056 


The Publication and Sunday School 
Board of the Reformed Chureh in the 
United States, The Rev. C. Clever, D. D., 
President; The Rey. C. F, Kriete, D. D., 
Vice-Pres.; The Rev. Paul J. Dundore, 
Ph. D., Recording Sec’y.; Prof. C. O. 
Althouse, Treasurer; The Rey. Paul 8. 
Leinbach, D, D., Executive Secretary. 


(FOUNDED IN 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.50; Single Copy, 6 cents. 
are sent until there is a special order for discontinuance. 


In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
: : Remittances are acknowledged by latest date following the subscriber’s name on 
the wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that purpose. All 


mail should be addressed to 


Schaff Building, 15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa.; articles for publication in care of the Editor; subscriptions and other business 


correspondence in care of the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger. 


to the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable 


The Rev. PAUL SEIBERT LEINBACH, D.D., Litt. D., Editor-in-Chief 
The Rev. A. S. Bromer, Associate Editor and Business Secretary 


The Rev. THEO. F. HERMAN, D.D. 
The Rey. CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, D. D. 
Mrs. H. W. Evson 


Departmental 
Hditors: 


Business Department 
GEORGE W. WAIDNER, Circulation Manager 
Miss L. M. Harris, Office Subscription Manager 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and suggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 


Pastors, Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. 
The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles. 


$1.68 per Inch each Insertion. 
Reading Notices, leaded, three times the price of display per counted line. 


the writer is required in all cases. 


ADVERTISING RATE: Twelve cents per Agate Line each Insertion. 
Notices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. 


The signature of 


(Fourteen lines to an inch.) Special 


Address all communications about advertising to THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
All other communications should be addressed to FIFTEENTH AND RACE STREETS, Philadelphia. 


Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia, Pa., 


1 as second-class matter, January 13th, 1902. 
of postage provided in Section 1103, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized on July 11, 1918. 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate 
6 


—- 


EDITORIAL 


ARE YOU A DISAPPOINTMENT? 


Of life’s disappointments the most painful is your 
friend’s failure to measure up to what you believed there 
was of virile stuff in him. Cringing and subservience 
shown by one whom you thought stalwart in native in- 
dependence; cowardly carefulness manifest where you had 
counted on boldness and scorn for consequences; selfish- 
ness suddenly coming out to scar a _ personality 
hitherto lovely with the beauty of  self-forgetful- 
ness—these unbelievable surprises shake faith like earth- 
quakes swelling beneath an old homestead. They make 
one wonder if the virtues of the saints have always been 
illusion. 

Such reflections cannot long be profitable, however, un- 
less the searching point of them is reversed. The ques- 
tion of moral moment in the premises is not “Why do 
our friends disappoint us?”, but “Are we likewise dis- 
appointing our friends?” ‘By as much as we perceive in 
the shortcomings of our neighbors the dire blight that 
inconsistency throws across a character appearing all white 
and gracious before, by so much should we be warned 
to tremble lest we ourselves be smitten with the same 
blight. 

In many things, to be sure, our friends are almost cer- 
tain to be disappointed in us—and we cannot help it. 
They will expect of us successes that we cannot manage. 
We shall test ourselves against tasks too great for the 
talents with which our Lord has intrusted us, and the 
dismal failure resulting neither we nor those who esteem 
us will be able to avert. Somebody else of finer strength 


will have to make good for our deficiency in some later, 


trial of the same endeavor. And there is no shame in 
failure of effort when the utmost in us has been honestly 
spent. 
P But there are failures which invoke on us most melan- 
choly blame. These are the failures that convict us of not 
having believed God when He said: “My grace is sufficient 
for thee.” That saying is no pledge that he who depends 
wholly and always on Christ will be able to do everything 
which might advance the kingdom. But the promise is 
certainly a pledge that he who depends wholly and always 
on Christ can be everything that honors the King. This 
does not mean “sinless perfection.” But it does mean 
worthy Christian life attainable by whoever seriously de- 
sires to be a consistent example of what God can do with 
a man who in his own soul makes way for God. 

That consistent example, conformed to the pattern of 


Jesus, must primarily be a life purged of selfishness. To 
every one of us comes again and again the test of a 
dividing path. One fork of the road plainly leads where 
a man is found to go if he means above all else to get 
what pleases and profits him. The other way he will go 
if his first thought is of how he can help his neighbors 
and the rest of the world. People may not be greatly 
surprised to see us taking the former way; the world is 
used to Christians who in a crisis of practical decision find 
more or less plausible excuse for being selfish. And the 
man who takes the unselfish path may be treated by skep- 
tical onlookers as a lunatic; he is so unusual. But in the 
end even the skeptical will agree that he must be a Christ- 
ian. 

And any man can be a Christian on those terms. There 
is quite sufficient grace available in the storehouses of 
divine power to enable any man to choose the way of self- 
denial and self-costing service if his choice to be a follow- 
er of Christ actually rises paramount over the choices 
which humanity calls more “natural.” The same thing 
may be said about the substitution of sympathy and kind- 
ness and forgiveness toward an enemy in the place of 
the ordinary program of “getting even.” 

He who, calling himself a Christian, nevertheless re- 
taliates for injury and claims a tooth for a tooth, falls 
below Christ’s demands, not because those demands are 
unattainably high, but because he does not really want the 
Christlike grace of doing good to them that despitefully 
use him. If he seriously wanted to stand with Christ in 
this, “the Lord is able to make him stand.” 

It is just so with many a critical choice between the 
Lord’s way and the world’s way. We disappoint God and 
our friends simply because our hearts are not perfect with 
desire to serve the Lord. Where we honestly mean to 
follow, He will surely guide. —Notan R. BEst. 

+ stg 


FORBIDDEN FELLOWSHIP 


The “Fellowship of Faiths” is a new organization, com- 
posed of representatives of various religions, which has 
recently held meetings in several Philadelphia Churches and 
is scheduled to hold another on March 15, at St. Stephen’s 
P. E. Church. At a closed meeting of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, a resolution was adopted the other day, evi- 
dently aimed at this organization, which reads as fol- 
lows: Whereas, it has become a matter of public knowl- 
edge that ministers of this Presbytery have lent their names 
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to a movement for fellowship among various religions, in- 
cluding Shintoism, Buddhism, Unitarianism, Ethical Cul- 
ture, Judaism, Mohammedanism, and other non-Christian re- 
ligions, be it Resolved, that the Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia go on record as being unalterably opposed to any 
fellowship that tends to name Christianity as one of many 
equally good religions; that we re-affirm our belief that 
Christianity is a revelation, and so is the final and ab- 
solute religion; that the Presbytery hereby enjoins upon 
its ministers and elders the duty of abstaining from par- 
ticipation in such meetings and movements,” 


We understand that this Fellowship of Faiths is in- 
tended to promote mutual understanding and goodwill 
among the representatives of the various religions of the 
world and has no purpose of dominating or proselytizing, 
but only furthering mutual appreciation. It appears in 
its spirit and purpose to be somewhat in the nature of the 
“Round Table” conducted by Dr. Stanley Jones in India, 
which is so finely described in the new book by that 
eminent missionary. 


Several prominent members of the Philadelphia Presby- 
tery have been active in this Fellowship of Faiths, and Dr. 
John Archibald MacCallum, pastor of the Walnut Street 
Presbyterian Church, is Vice-President of the Executive 
Committee. In a statement concerning these resolutions 


and their implication, Dr. MacCallum said that evidently’ 


the action was taken ‘in heat and haste” and that on due 
consideration it would be seen that the resolutions and 
their implications would mean: 


“(1) A complete collapse of all our foreign missionary 
work. Our missionaries in alien lands often share the 
same platforms with the representatives of other faiths. 
(2) A denial of the spirit of goodwill and sympathetic 
understanding which is the genius of Christianity and is 
definitely set forth in the words of our Lord: ‘Other sheep 
I have which are not of this fold. Then also I must bring 
and they shall bear My voice and here shall be one fold 
and one shepherd.’ (3) A disavowal of the value of 
Judaism, so many of whose writers give the major Scrip- 
tural authority for the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
which is the creedal basis of the Presbyterian Church. 
(4) A denial of Christianity’s most distinctive command 
to men, which is to love one another. We never can love 
one another until we know one another, and until we know 
the faith each holds, we cannot know one another. This 
is the method of every enlightened missionary. (5) A 
possible further injunction by the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia to have all its clergy and elders cease business 
relations with those of other faiths. (6) To be consist- 
ent, the Presbytery of Philadelphia should go further and 
enjoin its members to burn all books in their libraries, in- 
cluding all the encyclopedias and religious dictionaries, 
which classify Christianity among the great religions of 
the world.” 


We cannot claim to be surprised at the action of the 
Presbytery in this matter; it appears to be characteristic 
and quite consistent with the position it has taken in recent 
years. If association with this “Fellowship of Faiths” 
involved a compromise on the part of any member, caus- 
ing him by even a jot or tittle to be disloyal to Jesus Christ, 
there would be good ground for solicitude. But tous it 
seems absurd to say the high-minded Christians who are 
giving support to this movement are in any sense treason- 
able to their own faith because they thus cultivate a larger 
understanding of the point of view of the devotees of 
other systems and hope to give their brethren of diverse 
faiths a better understanding of our holy religion, In any 
such association we need not fear that our Saviour will 
fail to authenticate Himself to the hearts of honest search- 
ers after truth. 
cellence of Christianity, we are not disposed to tremble 
for the safety of the Ark of the Covenant. Such associa- 
tions are fatal only to such systems as are not true, and 
in the degree that’ they fail to manifest the spirit of Him 


Who is “the way, the truth, and the life” will. the incom-. 


’ take time.” 


Believing as we do in the superlative ex-- 


plete and inadequate “ways of salvation” yield to the spirit- 
ual leadership of Jesus. We venture therefore to question 
the right of any Presbytery to “enjoin” its members from 
engaging in such a ministry of fellowship. 


* * * 
SOME THINGS I WISH MY PASTOR WOULDN’T 
DO 


Finding fault is, as we well know, a favorite form of 
indoor sport, and it is hardly necessary to tell MESSENGER 
readers that it doesn’t require much thinking to pick flaws 
in other people. One of the reasons that any position of 
leadership is so difficult to fill is because leaders are so 
commonly made the target for all sorts of criticism. If 
these leaders are wise, however, they will profit by at 
least a large proportion of these criticisms and will not 
take it for granted that all of them are lacking in good 
sense and propriety. The right sort of minister, for ex- 
ample, is anxious to keep on improving; he wants to grow 
in grace, to rise constantly both in ethics and etiquette, to 
live so that each tomorrow will find him farther than 
today. 


These cogitations are suggested by the recent columns 
in Methodist Episcopal Church papers in which a good 
many letters from the pew were published under the sub- 
ject, “Some Things I Wish My Pastor Wouldn’t Do.” 
It is at least of interest to run over the list and find out 
what many folks are saying about their pastors. Here 
are some of the things that some men and women in the 
Churches are wishing their pastors would not do: (1) 
“T wish he wouldn’t use such big words.” (2) “I wish 
our minister would not preach such intellectual sermons.” 
(3) “I wish our minister wouldn’t take a quarter of an 
hour in every service to read over the announcements that 
are already printed in the Church bulletin and then refer 
to at least 75% of them as being ‘particularly important.” 
(4) “I wish our pastor wouldn’t drag Prohibition into 
every sermon, for if he keeps it up I may be tempted to 
vote for a ‘wet.’” (5) “I wish our preacher wouldn’t 
use what he calls a ‘prayer’ to consume about 15 minutes 
of valuable time in trying to keep God informed about 
what’s going on in the world.” (6) “I wish our minister, 
in his effort to be regarded as ‘in thorough accord with 
modern learning,’ wouldn’t go out of his way to make 
fun of our forefathers and of the ideas that were once 
generally accepted in the Churches, because it is hard to 
sneer at the ideas without leaving the impression that you 
are making fun of the people who held the ideas.” (7) 
“T wish our preacher wouldn’t try so hard to show that 
he is a regular ‘he-man,’ and that he’s got to be the cham- 
pion story-teller at a club smoker in order to prove that a 
preacher is human.” (8) “I wish our preacher wouldn’t 
make, or allow others to make, so many appeals in our 
Church, some of which take contributions and others just 
(9) “I wish my pastor would stop trying to 
de so many things and not only allow, but expect, his 
people to run a few things themselves.” (10) “I wish our 
minister wouldn’t spend so much time reading the news- 
papers.” (11) “I wish our pastor wouldn’t be so good- 
natured, for in a congregation that has a lot of cliques, 
wrangling and bickering, he seems to think that the right 
thing to do is to act as if there were no trouble at all and 
to smile and have a good word for everybody as though 
we were behaving like a bunch of saints.” (12) “I wish 
our preacher wouldn’t claim that he gets ideas direct 
from Heaven, and so when you don’t agree with him it 
isn’t him you oppose, but God. I am tired of finding my- 
self fighting God, and so are a lot of the others in this 
Church, and we figure that the easiest way to get out 
of this difficulty is to bring some man in here who isn’t 
so sure that every idea in his head was put there by the _ 
Almighty Himself.” ;> 

In this season of Lent real spiritual discipline is peculiar- 
ly appropriate, and it won’t harm us as ministers to sub 
ject ourselves to a rigorous self-examination along th 
lines. - 


MarkcH 15, 1928. 


THE “RELIGIOUS” TRAINING OF YOUTH 


A friend writes of an illuminating experience he has 
had in the Juvenile Court in Reading and of the great 
ministry of Judge Schaeffer, whose “beautiful spirit in 
dealing with juvenile offenders, mingling mercy and justice 
for the youth brought before him, is counting much’ in 
the building up of many lives. This friend says he could 
not help thinking how good it would be if these children 
had been “prevented from following the wrong path by 
a wide-awake Church, thoroughly aroused to its respon- 
sibility for the training of childhood, and not putting its 
chief emphasis upon providing ‘life saving stations’ for 
adults, after so many youths have been allowed to slip 
from the path of rectitude.” It is true that a large per- 
centage of monies contributed for religious causes is 
paid for this ministry to adults, for the building of fine 
cathedrals and elaborate equipment, when in too many 
places “the child is given secondary consideration” and is 
placed in the hands of untrained leaders just when he 
most needs expert guidance. 


This friend says that he was greatly pleased by a recent 
MESSENGER editorial, entitled, “A Pastoral Greeting,” and 
he is willing to accept the definition there made concerning 
the basic task of the pastor, namely: “to seek to save the 
lost, and to perfect the saints,” but only on the condition 
that the first part of that definition is made to comprehend 
“the leading of the youth” into sainthood. “It is just there 
that the Church is showing its greatest weakness today,” 
he says, “in failing to preach and practice the gospel of 
prevention, keeping our youth from straying into danger- 
ous paths, rather than attempting to save them after they 
have fallen from grace.” If the major emphasis in your 
Church is at the wrong place, is it not because the people 
are following the minister? “And if the minister doesn’t 
have the vision of this great mission to childhood, the 
Church will continue to ‘save at the spigot and leak at 
the bunghole.’” “Are our young ministers coming out 
from the Seminaries imbued with this vision?”’, he won- 
ders. ; 

Well, we hope so. But if we have the species of relig- 
ious education that seems to prevail at some places in 

-these days of behaviorism and advanced psychology, we 
suspect that the less the children get of it the better. We 
have just been having a convention in Philadelphia of 
the “Religious Education . Association,” which has im- 
pressed some observers as being non-religious, if not posi- 
tively irreligious, at least in spots. What is to be gained 
by labelling a convention as “religious,” and then having 
a Professor Leuba enlighten (?) it with a paper against the 
doctrine of God? We are probably antedeluvians in our 
mental processes, but we admit we do not understand just 
how much those who no longer believe in God or in pray- 
er or in other religious concepts and institutions can con- 
tribute toward a constructive religious education. At least 
we may be permitted to hope that folks of that sort will 
not have much to do with the training of our children. 
Yes, by all means put the emphasis on the religious train- 
ing of youth; but see to it that this training has a positive 
religious content, or do not presume to call it religious. 

wares 


LOW GRADE 


An up-state friend sends us a large advertisement clipped 
from a paper in his city, broadcasting the appearance at 
the local vaudeville show of the notorious ‘Fatty’ Ar- 
buckle. The notice states that this is an “engagement 
extraordinary” and “his last appearance in vaudeville 
prior to re-entering motion pictures.” The public is ad- 
vised to come early, as he is “breaking the records every- 
where,” the multitudes thronging to hear and see this 
great celebrity. This friend asks whether it is not pos- 
sible, for the sake of the morals of the young people of 
this nation and in the name of common decency, to do 
something to stop the public appearance on the stage and 
in motion pictures of murderers, divorcees and others 
whose only claim to public attention consists of their 
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notoriety achieved in sensational and generally in salaci- 
ous court cases. He thinks that a great protest should 
be raised for the purpose of eliminating such characters 
from the public eye and asks what hope there is for our 
young people if such persons are continually exploited by 
those who pander to the vices and appetites of the mob. 

There can be no question that many of those who are 
in the amusement business are concerned only in the box 
office receipts and feel no sense of responsibility for public 
morals. They go on the presumption that if the public 
does not want such notorious persons on the stage, they 
will indicate it by boycotting the performances. As long 
as there are sufficient morons to crowd the house 
when a “Fatty” Arbuckle or “Peaches” Browning, or any- 
one else of their ilk, is advertised to appear, the greedy 
and corpulent men who control the amusement business 
are persuaded that they are justified in “going the limit.” 
Protests which are raised sporadically in various sections 
of the country are usually regarded as so much added 
publicity and in most cases serve to increase the attend- 
ance rather than to diminish it. 

We must, of course, keep on appealing to the people 
for the cultivation of high ideals and refined taste, and 
lead them to show, by their disapproval of moral gar- 
bage, that it will not pay those who venture to offend a 
decent public opinion. But, alas, the present status of 
public opinion in America can hardly be regarded as al- 
together decent, when such vile and degrading perform- 
ances are permitted and continue to flourish as they have 
been flourishing in recent years. As long as the people 
seem to want such stuff, they are likely to get it. 

Se oT 


THEATRICAL BLASPHEMY 


It is gratifying to note such an editorial comment as 
this from the Philadelphia Inquirer: “Our theatres seem 
to be mistaking license for liberty. If a man in any other 
public building or conveyance roared out the oaths that 
are now heard on the stage, he’d be thrown out on his 
ear. What, we wonder, has become of our celebrated local 
censorship that was to be co-operative, the theatre working 
with representatives of the public?” 

The time is overdue for thoughtful Americans to wake 
up to the seriousness of the situation. We doubt if such 
terrible profanity is permitted in any other land on earth. 
A large percentage of those who are thus treated to the 
language of the gutter and the underworld are young 
folks. The theatrical managers will have only themselves 
to blame if an aroused citizenship resorts to drastic mea- 
sures to close this vile sewer. It almost seems as if play- 
wrights and managers had lost their senses. “Whom the 
gods would destroy they first make mad.” 

snlretive 


THE PARABLE OF THE BASS DRUM 


And it 
was made up of Local Talent that was more Localized 


Once upon a time there was a Brass Band. 


than Talented. And the boys did well, all things con- 
sidered, in keeping up their organization, and most of the 
time donating their services, and the folk in the town 
thought themselves Very Generous in buying the Uniforms. 

Now in that Band was a Drummer, and in fact there 
were two of them. But the player of the Snare Drum was 
nothing to write home about, whereas the player of the 
Bass Drum was the band’s Most Important member. For 
it would come to pass that the player of the First Cornet 
would say unto the Leader, Bill, I ate too much of that 
Pie, thinking that as the feed was all we get out of’ this, 
I might as well get what there was in it, and the Pastry 
hath ruined my Lip. I shall need help. 


ene! 
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And the leader would speak unto the player of the 
Bass Drum, and say, Joe, Dick’s lip is on the bum tonight, 


see that thou help him out. 


Or the player of the Second Alto would say, I will put 
in the Afterbeat, but I am not sure that I shall put it in 
the right place, and the Leader would say, Joe, watch 
Tom, and if he is much more rotten than usual, help him. 

Now that drum had a Thirty-four-inch head, and screwed 
to the Drum was a Cymbal that was Fourteen Inches in 
diameter, and Joe’s left hand held another Cymbal, and 
he was jealous for the reputation of the Band. 
matter how many lips gave out, or how many discords 
were made by those whose lips did not mercifully give 
out, Joe was on the job, with his Thump, thump, thump- 


thump-thump. 
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And if anyone had said to Joe, thy playing doth not fol- 
low the Composer’s marks, Joe would have said, Composers 


are well enough in their way, but no composer knoweth 


Cymbals. 


And no 


this band as well as I do, and like as not a fool Composer 
might mark my Musick Double P, which meaneth Very 
Soft, just when I know that the whole reputation of this 
band dependeth on the Vigor of my Two Strong Arms, 
one punishing the Drum and the other Slamming the 


And there is something to be said for Joe and his meth- 
od, yet I have pondered on how often a dozen defects 
must be atoned for by the Double Forte exercise of some 
one Lone Virtue till that Virtue in itself becometh a Vice. 
For the Brass Band is not the only place where that 


method doth prevail. 


Excerpts from Dr. Charles E. Jefferson’s 30th Anniversary 
Sermon in the Broadway Tabernacle, Sunday, March 4th 


Text: John.xiii:34, ‘‘A New Command- 
ment I give unto you, that ye love one 
another even as I have loved you.’’ 


It is a great achievement to have been 
the pastor of a Church on Broadway for 
ten thousand, nine hundred and fifty days. 


* * * 


We know little about the future. As a 
man grows older he prophesies less. It is 
only young people and quacks who predict. 

* * * 


What will the Tabernacle become within 
the next thirty years? I do not know. 
Nobody knows. Much will depend upon 
the type of man who follows me. Of what 
type he will be, nobody knows. Much 
will depend on the caliber and the spirit 
of the men who stand around him. What 
kind of men will they be? Nobody knows. 


* * * 


A real Church on this corner need never 
die. But it must be a real Church. No 
sham Church can succeed here. It must be 
a drawing Church, and to draw it must be 
alive, and to be alive it must love. Will 
the Tabernacle through the coming years 
love enough to draw people to this corner 
in sufficient numbers to make the work 
of the Church effective? I do not know. 
Nobody knows. 

* * 

No Chureh can be saved by an endow- 
ment. An endowment is of value only 
when you have a living Church to use it. 
There are dead Churches with heavy en- 
dowments. They have piles of gold, but 
no life. There is no life in them because 
they are lacking in love. 

* * * 

You cannot build a Chureh by music. No 
Church is saved by its choir. Only per- 
sonality draws. Only sacrificial love draws. 
‘And I, if I be lifted up, will draw.’’ 
So said the Man, who best knew the secret 
power of drawing. 

* * * 

Only a Christ-like personality incarnated 
in a group of people who are bap- 
tized with the Spirit of Christ, and who 
have been fused into a compact mass of 
life, by a devotion to a.cause which is 
rooted in the mind of God, this is the only 
power under heaven which can keep the 
Tabernacle alive through the next thirty 
years. 

* * a 

I find that-I have changed in certain re- 
spects within the last thirty years. I do 
not fuss so much about the Sunday 
weather as I used to do. The weather, I 
have come to see, is not my job. My job 
is preaching. I no longer chide God for 
giving me bad weather on Sundays. I at- 
tend to my own business. I preach. 

* * * ’ 


I think more kindly of late comers than 
I did formerly. I now pity them and have 
hope for them. I know they cannot repent 
or reform in this world, but I have hope 
for their redemption in the next. I dare 
to hope that they will all arrive on time in 


heaven. 
* * * 


I have banished many of my early fears. 
I used to fear that everybody would move 
out of New York and that all our members 
who have money would die, and that my 
memory would go back on me and that my 
stock of sermonic material would run out. 
I have put away my fears and have deter- 
mined through all the coming years just to 
be glad. 


* * * 


Some of my ideas remain unchanged. I 
think of war as I did at the beginning. I 
hate it with a fiery and deepening hatred. 
I abhor big armies and huge navies. They 
are an abomination to me. I do hate sus- 
picion and fear and ill-will, the three 
devils which armies and navies keep alive. 
I love international sympathy and good 
feeling and co-operation. I am a lover of 
peace. 

* * * 

Some of my ideas have been changed. 
I used to think that a man who could stay 
ten years in the same pulpit was a great 
man, and if he could stay twenty years, 
he was a superman, and that if he could 
stay twenty-five years, he was a prodigy 
and that if he could stay thirty years, he 
was a sort of demi-god. But now that I 
have done it, I do not see anything won- 
derful in it at all. All that is necessary is 


to go on. 
* * * 


If you ask me what gives me the keenest 
satisfaction as I look back over these 
crowded years, my reply is, that I am 
happy to think that I have never cheap- 
ened or vulgarized the Broadway Taber- 
nacle pulpit. Broadway loves stunts, but 
I have never performed one. Broadway 
yearns for a sensation, but the Broadway 
Tabernacle pulpit has declined to be sen- 


SENDING OUT SMILES 


I have some little enemies— 
They call themselves ‘‘the Blues,’’ 
And like all other kinds of foes, 
They’re splendid things to lose. 


So when I know they’re planning 
To come and spend the day, 

I send the little smiles out 
To chase them all away. 


—Ex. 


sational. There are enough cabarets and 
vaudeville shows on Broadway without a 
Church adding to their number. 


* * * 


I have never shortened my sermons to 
please the fancy of a sermonette-loving 
age. I preach long sermons, because I deal 
always with large themes. No petty sub- 
jects have had a place in this pulpit. 

* * * 

It is a source of satisfaction to me that 
I have never neglected the Bible. Through 
thirty years the Bible has held the central 
place in all our Tabernacle thinking. My 
joy has been to unfold the ideas of pro- 
phets and apostles and of the Prince of 
Glory. It has never been necessary for 
me to go outside of the Bible to find ma- 
terial with which to stimulate your minds 
and feed your hearts. 

* * * 


I have never neglected the prayer meet- 
ing. Our mid-week service is never for 
one week suspended. It runs on without 
a break through the year and the years. 

* * * 

Another cause for thanksgiving is that 
the harmony of our Church family has 
never been broken. We have kept the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 
Christian unity is not with us a theory, 
but a fact. We have received into our 
fellowship a total of 3,052 new members 
and not one of them ever turned out to be 
a erank, 

* * * 

At the end of thirty years I have noth- 
ing but gratitude in my heart and good- 
will for everybody. I am‘thankful to have 
been permitted to live in a period so mo- 
mentous and thrilling, the most fascinat- 
ing era in the whole history of the world. 
Bliss it has been to be alive, and to work 


has been very heaven. 


* * * 


I am grateful to New York City for 
furnishing me such a spacious stage on 
which to play my little part. I would 
rather have spent the last thirty years 
here than in any other city in the world. 

* * * 

It is in every way a wonderful city, full 
of men and women of earnest mind and 
noble spirit. I pity the man who is blind 
to its virtues and glories and whose heart 
does not glow with a jubilant hope for its 
future, 

* * * 


My heart goes out in a great tide of love 
and thanksgiving to this Church which has 
from the beginning until now treated me 
with rare generosity and full-hearted ap- 
preciation and unfailing affection. 


love for you! 


The: 
final outcome of our long life together is 
for me a deeper faith in God anda warmer 
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Human Nature and the Scotch Congregation 


[Foreword: The writer is enjoying the 
unique experience of serving temporarily 
a Scotch congregation, and he has received 
so many requests for further impressions 
of Scotch life and character, that he has 
written a short series of articles to satisfy 
the questioning. He regrets, but can 
hardly avoid, an occasional use of the 
first personal pronoun. | 

Let us suppose that, for the purpose of 
international good feeling and comity, all 
the Churches of Scotland would exchange 
pulpits for a summer with American con- 
gregations. The exchange preachers would 
cross the Atlantic, west and east, with 
very similar expectations and questionings, 
The questions would doubtless assume 
much this form: ‘‘Now when I get to my 
temporary post, shall I find the people 
different? Will they be a new people, a 
strange folk? Could it be otherwise! 
Think of the unlike environments, the dis- 
similar traditions!’’ Sooner or later, the 
devastating thought would come raging 
and roaring, lion-like, into each paralyzed 
consciousness, ‘‘ Heaven help me, if I have 
to scrap the contents of my sermon barrel, 
and meet new conditions with a fresh 
rendering of the Gospel! ’’ 

But these harassing fears would only be 
partially fulfilled. The Scotch congrega- 
tion is (to speak with denominational une- 
tion) in many respects very like the Penn- 
sylvania Dutch, and vice versa. Emphati- 
cally, the Gospel is ‘‘good news’’ every- 
where. 

I would not say—could not truthfully 
say—that there are no striking differences. 
But a survey of differences, such as that 
upon which I am about to enter, inevitably 
ends, as mine will end, in the recognition 
of human consanguinity and likeness. To 
use the expressive, but cacophonous, term 
evolved by the all-too-reasoning theologi- 
ans, who stoutly battled with each other 
long since in behalf of certain speculations, 
the American and Scotch congregations are 
homoousian, consubstantial, of the same 
essential nature. 

Speaking as a preacher, and in the en- 
deavor to estimate distinctive qualities, I 
believe the Scotch must be granted to have 
a high average intelligence, higher perhaps 
than anywhere else in the world. Two 
things I have noticed, a very ready respon- 
siveness of mind, and an indubitable qual- 
ity of imagination. As to the former, I 
do not mean that the average Scotch 
Chureh-goer is a systematic thinker, a 
theologian, but the proportion of lay theo- 
logians is extraordinarily high, and the or- 
dinary folk, however ill-read, seem to have 
a native capacity to follow an argument, 
with coneurrent ability to yield assent or 
express dissent. 


JOHN B. NOSS 


All this with imagination. The Scotch 
are steeped in the spirit of high adventure, 
especially of the spiritual order. They can 
take wings to themselves and fly away to 
the uttermost parts of the sea. Some time 
before I left America, I remember writing 
a paper for Dr. Richards on the Scotch 
contribution to the religious foundations 
of America. A striking finding was that, 
whereas the Germans settled (stayed put) 
in Pennsylvania, and the Dutch never 
stirred out of New York, the Scotch were 
always on the frontiers, ever moving west- 
ward, the farthermost thin line of defence 
between the colonists and the Indians. I 
have found the same adventuresomeness in 
the Scotch congregation of a Sunday morn- 
ing. There is among the lowlander and 
highlander alike an evident appreciation 
of the dramatic elements of preaching. 
The great Scotch preachers, I find, are 
spiritual dramatists: they possess an in- 
fallible discernment of living issues, and 
they present the often subtle oppositions of 
good and evil with a stark, but gripping 
simplicity. So stark is that simplicity, 
that it seems sometimes almost child-like; 
but never to the imaginative hearer, who 
finds every word vivid and alive with un- 
utterable meanings, and presses hotly for- 
ward on the trail. It is no uncommon 
thing to see a congregation in Edinburgh 
(as I have seen it) sitting tensely under 
the simple preaching of Dr. James Black 
(a brother of Hugh Black), every face as 
much aglow with a vast inner excitement 
as though actual physical combat between 
opposing forces were visibly going on in 
a gigantic arena where the pulpit ought to 
be. 

This imaginativeness (akin to that of 
the grand old Scotch ballads and the ro- 
mances of Scott and Stevenson) does not 
function by itself out of all relation to 
conscience. There is in all true Scotch 
hearts the capacity for moral indignation 
of a very far from evanescent and per- 
functory kind. The Scotch are grim fight- 
ers for the right as God gives them to see 
it. When the Scotch jaw closes and fire 
flashes in the eye, beware! Momentum is 
in this strong feeling. It is no flash in 


the pan. It has leverage. It will move 
things, 
Why? Because it is not moral indigna- 


tion based on shifting sands of self-regard, 
without eternal note or significance. The 
rock it is founded on is a strong love of 
social justice and right; it is the sort of 
indignation that is beyond swift collapse, 
because a manly tenderness and sympathy 
for other folk than oneself are in it and 
Of it. 

But now we pass to things that are no 
longer especially distinctive of the Scotch, 


but which characterize the whole human 
race,—the immemorial feeling of awe be- 
fore the processes of life, which have been 
set in motion, surely, by nothing other 
than the finger of God, and beget in every 
heart a feeling of dependence and need of 
divine guidance; the intellectual sense for 
the substance of the heritage of the race’s 
religious past, as treasured up in the in- 
stitutions of the Church, in the Scripture, 
and in tradition; and aspiration, eternal, 
invincible, holy, toward the better things 
that lie beyond the worse things in race 
and individual, which mark the present 
and have marked the past. 

Ater all, life is life the world over, the 
accidental trappings of cireumstance to 
the contrary notwithstanding; and facing 
it is—well, facing it in much the same 
way, at bottom, whether one be in India, 
Europe, or America. Stripped of outward 
difference, the life of human spirits facing 
Nature confronts the same problems of 
duty and destiny everywhere. 

When, then, the American preacher 
mounts the Scotch pulpit, he sees before 
him folk who have the same essential 
needs and require the same spiritual bread 
as the folk he left behind him over the 
sea. This impression, borne in upon him 
as a preacher, is indelibly imprinted upon 
his heart by pastoral experience. 

Speaking as a pastor, I do not simply 
believe, I know, that the Scotch congrega- 
tion is like every other congregation in 
the world: the people want to be called on. 
Nothing can take the place of this kindli- 
ness, this practice of love in daily con- 
tacts, this patient ministration of friend- 
ship. Here too, as in America, I find the 
people saying in the final summing-up on 
any preacher they know, ‘‘ Mr. So-and-so is 
a grand preacher of the Word, we must 
grant him that; but he does not know his 
people,’’ or, ‘‘He does not visit,’’ or, in 
another and grateful vein, ‘‘Best of all, 
he is a great pastor,’’ or, ‘‘The finest thing 
we can say about him is that he is a good 
shepherd: he knows his sheep by name, 
and is known of them, and he lays down 
his life, not so much for the flock, as for 
his sheep, each individual member of the 
flock.’’ 


Illegitimate use, of course, may be made 
of a true pastor’s readiness to be spent in 
friendship. It is possible to exploit a 
minister’s mercifulness, to kill him with 
kindness, to bury him in trivial ceremony 
and chatter. But the need of men for 
guidance and unselfish help is real indeed. 


‘Ts the Scotch congregation like or un- 
like the American?’’ asks a friend. 
oTikel?2elysay, Oh, avery {27 


Ayrshire, Scotland. 


SYMPOSIUM: Should The “PREPARATORY SERVICE” Be Maintained ? 


In the ‘‘Messenger of February 2 ap- 
peared an editorial reference to ‘‘the Pre- 
paratory Service to the Holy Communion,’’ 
which has been a characteristic observance 
of the Reformed Church. Some pastors 
claim this service is minimized and neg- 


THE PREPARATORY SERVICE 
By ‘‘Now and Then’’ 
Editor of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ 


Esteemed Sir:— ; 
Your comments opposing the discontinu- 


lected today, and the question was raised 
as to whether it could be maintained at a 
high level in these high-pressure days. 
The ‘‘Messenger’’ expressed its conviction 
about the significance of this helpful cus- 
tom ordained by our forefathers and re- 


quired by the Constitution of our Chureh, 
and called for testimonies and experiences 
from our readers. A few of the replies re- 
ceived are given here and will, we hope, 
stir up renewed devotion to the proper use 
of this hallowed observance, 


ance of the Preparatory Service are suffi- 
cient, at least, for me. You were fortunate 
in your pastorate in having satisfactory 
attendance upon your Preparatory Ser- 
vices. But I am under the impression your 
active pastorate ended ten years ago, and 


I am sure that observation on your part 
would be ample to convinee you that a 
few changes have taken place during the 
past decade. 

We have, now. two radical changes sug- 
gested for the Church: One, the removal of 
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the pulpit; the other, the suggested dis- 
continuance of the Preparatory Service. It 
is true that if we demand Scriptural com- 
mands for the pulpit and the Preparatory 
Service, before we use them, we could go a 
step further and ask why we should ¢on- 
struct Church edifices. There is no com- 
mand on the part of Jesus that we should 
have Church buildings. Yet we have them 
because we need them for the material 
welfare of the individual and the congre- 
gation, and we have the Preparatory Ser- 
vice because we need it for the spiritual 
welfare of the individual and the congre- 
gation. There are, in my opinion, several 
reasons why the Preparatory Service is not 
well-attended in many Reformed congre- 
gations today. 

First, and ‘chiefly, because many Reform- 
ed Chureh members do not feel the need 
of such a service. This raises the ques- 
tion, ‘‘Why do they not feel the need ot 
such a service?’’ There is but one an- 
swer to this question: ‘‘Their spiritual 
life is not sufficiently developed to appre- 
ciate the personal need, the congregational 
need, and the soul-satisfying power of the 
Preparatory Service.’’ When the spiritual 
values of the Preparatory Service are ap- 
preciated by Christians, the observance of 
the Preparatory Service takes precedence 
over all engagements, business, or other 
material affairs. 

There are contributing causes to this 
lack of a sense of need: External and in- 
ternal. You have mentioned the chief ex- 
ternal cause: combining the Preparatory 
Service and the Communion. But there is 
also another external cause found in the 
manner in which some Classes observe the 
Preparatory Service, and that is by so 
abridging the service that the people are 
left under the impression that it is a mere 
formality, and not a most impressive and 
necessary service. What the ministers 
minimize, the people will also minimize. 

The internal contributing cause is a lack 
of the sense of sin, actual or potential, To 
many sin—not the mortal sin—but the sins 
of the tongue, of social conduct, and of 
the thoughts, are not considered sins. An- 
other internal contributing cause is the 
spirit of materialism, which unconsciously 
embraces many Christians and forces out 
the spiritual. Many Christians would re- 
sent being called materialistic, even 
though they conduct their business (of 
necessity?) on Sunday and Preparatory 
nights. Many would resent being called 
worldly even though they spend Sunday 
reading the Sunday newspaper, in all-day 
automobile trips, or an all Sunday radio 
concert. What a salve it is to the con- 
science to first hear a radio sermon on 
Sunday evening, and then tune in on 
**Roxie and his Gang,’’ or some similar 
spiritually (?) uplifting radio program! 

Raising the question as to the advisabil- 
ity of discontinuing the Preparatory Ser- 
vice, also raises a far more serious and im- 
portant question: ‘‘Is the ministry of the 
Reformed Church failing to recognize the 
supreme value and importance of spiritual 
ministrations?’’ I consider the Preparatory 
Service next to the Lord’s Supper as a 
spiritual ministration. At no other time 
has the minister so great an opportunity 
to minister to the spiritual needs of his 
people, if he senses his chance. 

At no other time are the minds and 
hearts of the people present better pre- 
pared, psychologically and spiritually, for 
such ministration. A minister may ‘‘cut’’ 
the Litany, but he cuts out the heart of 
the service—humbling oneself before God. 
He can ‘‘cut’’ the confession, but he cuts 
out what he and his people need. He can 
cut out profitably the pardon if he does not 
feel himself an ambassador of God to de- 
clare to a needy people (and himself) the 
gracious, loving kindness and forgiveness 
bestowed upon those who are truly peni- 
tent for their sins. ‘‘Penitent for their 
sins’’ may sound archaic in these days of 
self-righteousness, but there is one Serip- 
tural passage which needs to be dwelt 


upon: ‘If Thou, Lord, should mark in- 
iquities, who shall stand?’’ Not all are 
sinneis, it is true, but in everyone of us 
there is the possibility of sinning. ‘‘ Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.’? The Preparatory Service is 
a powerful force for right living. 

There are some parts of the readings 
which can be ‘‘eut’’ without injury. 

There is another aspect to the Piepara- 
tory Service that needs emphasizing, and 
that is that the Preparatory Service is for 
the sinner also. The man or woman who 
knows that he or she is guilty of sin. Such, 
if they are truly penitent, should be urged 
to attend the Preparatory Service and se- 
cure peace of mind and of the soul. The 
Preparatory Service, among other things, 
is the Reformed confessional—God alone 
hearing the unspoken heart confession. If 
the Preparatory Service is not the place 
for a Reformed Church sinner to confess 
his sins to God and to secure peace and 
pardon to his soul, then what have we, as 
a Church, to offer the sinner? 

The suggestion as ‘to discontinuing the 
Preparatory Service is born of a lack of 
understanding of human psychology and 
the psychology of religion. A study of 
these branches of psychology as they re- 
late to the subject under consideration 
should convince any Christian that the 
Preparatory Service is a needed part—and 
urgently needed part—of the Christian re- 
ligion. Hence the discontinuance of the 
Preparatory Service is not to be deter- 
mined by the observance or non-observance 
of the service by the people, but by the 
laws of psychology. And the laws of 
psychology will’ clearly show that certain 
demands of the human mind—or soul— 
must find, and can find, their satisfaction 
only in a religious service that conforms to 
the laws of the psychology of religion. The 
phenomena of the soul or spirit of man and 
the phenomena of religion are hand- 
maidens. 

Our forefathers were not psychologists. 
They got by their spirit and religion what 
we today must get—or verify—by psycho- 
logical research. Our forefathers knew 
they lived. We know we live, but in ad- 
dition we want to know why we live. So 
with the Preparatory Service. Some want 
to know why. Our forefathers, however, 
builded better than they knew, and our 
Preparatory Service is a priceless spiritual 
heritage, psychologically, spiritually and 
religiously sound. It is to be used, revered 
and magnified. 

I do not have the time to go into an ex- 
haustive study of the psychological sound- 
ness of the Preparatory Service as set 
forth in the Order of Worship, but any 
minister who wishes to delve into this sub- 
ject will have a theme which will prove 
not only highly interesting, but highly 
profitable to the Chureh. I should like 
very much to have the suggestion taken up 
by some of our men qualified to write upon 
the subject. 

The most impressive Preparatory Ser- 
vice I hold, is held on Good Friday even- 
ing. All altar and pulpit cloths are re- 
moved. The organ is closed and organ 
lights out. The illumination is just suffi- 
cient to make reading of the service possi- 
ble. There is no choir or singing whatever. 
At the hour for service I quietly enter the 
chancel and conduct the service. There is 
no service or address, or announcement, 
only the reading of the narrative of the 
Crucifixion, After the benediction, as 
the. people are in silent prayer, I retire to 
the vestry room. Many of my congrega- 
tion would not miss this service under any 
consideration. Some members of neighbor- 
ing Churches of other denominations come 
regularly to this service. 

In regard to other denominations holding 
Preparatory Service, I know of one Bap- 
tist Church which holds Preparatory Ser- 
vice on Friday evenings. 

The Reformed Chureh has been richly 
endowed by its founders, but it seems 
that some have not, as yet, realized how 


valuable this endowment is. The young 
minister may think that many things in 
the cultus of the Reformed Church should 
be revised or discontinued. I had that feel- 
ing myself, at times, soon after I left the 
Seminary, but years have subered my judg- 
ment, and more and more am I beginning 
to have a higher regard and deeper appre- 
ciation of the cultus, ideals and spirit of 
the Reformed Church. 


THE PREPARATORY SERVICE 
Edgar W. Kohler 

There may be a tendency to multiply 
Church services in this modern age. But 
the congiegation that omits Preparatory 
Service is not gaining anything. There is 
a reason why this is required by the 
Constitution. It must have unusual value. 
If the Constitution is to be followed in 
temporal affairs, it surely deserves respect- 
able treatment in spiritual matters. The 
celebration of the sacrament of the Holy 
Communion is a hallowed experience, which 
takes us into the ‘‘holy of holies.’?? Have 
we outgrown the need for its proper prepa- 
ration? 

The value of the Preparatory Service de- 
pends largely upon the attitude of the pas- 
tor. If he minimizes it, the congregation 
is not likely to magnify it. To gloss it 
over as a mere formality or to omit it or 
to combine it with some other service not 
only violates the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution, but deprives the communicant 
of a special season for self-examination 
and spiritual contemplation. It affords 
an unusual opportunity to make of it a real 
devotional service of deep spiritual value. 
It can be infused with a spiritual tone that 
will make it an attractive service and fill 
it with spiritual enrichment. The associa- 
tions of tenderness, awe and reverence 
which surround the service should be up- 
lifting to the soul. It will not make it 
easier for Church members to attend the 
Communion service and partake of the 
sacraments by eliminating the Preparatory 
Service. If we cherish an exalted rever- 
ence for the Lord’s Supper, we surely have 
not outgrown the need of preparing the 
heart and mind for its due observance. 


A TESTIMONY 


On the Friday evening preceding the 
observance of the Holy Communion we 
held a Preparatory Service. This is a 
standing rule with us and to the best of 
my memory we have never deviated from 
it, neither in winter nor in summer, Our 


people look forward to this, they know ~ 


that it will be held even though we should 
not announce it, and they would not be 
satisfied without it. 

They are always well attended and the 
people by their attitude make them very 
impressive. Our members gather for the 
purpose of making earnest self-examina- 
tion and of having the light of God’s 
Word reveal to them a most gracious and 
forgiving Saviour. We all feel that it is 
only in this way that we will be enabled 
‘‘rightly to approach the Lord’s table.’? 
How else can we have devout and believing 
minds? 

It is difficult to understand how any 
pastor or spiritual council can justify 
themselves in not having a Preparatory 
Service. Even though we should have a 
small attendance, we would not omit it. 
The Holy Communion is so very sacred 
that we all need that which a Preparatory 
Service of the right kind will give us. 


—C. B. Alspach. 


FROM A WOMAN IN THE PEW 


One of the faithful women in one of our 
large city Churches writes the following 
appreciative letter: ‘‘Very timely is 
the article in the ‘‘Messenger’’ on the 
Preparatory Service, which I was 
glad to see. 
respond to your request and will advocate 


the continuance of this time-honored cus- 


ve 
I hope some able writers will: a 
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tom of holding a Preparatory Service. We 
have missed it in our Chureh for several 
years and have no sermon either, only the 
same service of the formula of installation 
which our Saviour used at the time of the 
first Communion. We old people are all 
very sorry to see so many of the good old 
customs set aside for things we cannot help 
believe are of less value; and we ask whe- 
ther this may not be the reason for so 
many ‘sleeping Christians,’ as St. Paul 
said in his Epistle? We are glad someone 
started this discussion and hope it may 
cause many responses that will be a bless- 
ing to our Church and revive the emphasis 
on this good old method of special prepara- 
tion for those who would come to the 
Lord’s Table. If our Constitution requires 
the holding of the Preparatory Service, 
how can it be set aside so easily by the 
pastors of our Church, May the Spirit of 
God be upon all our leaders and guide us 
on to see the truth, for that alone will 
make us free. Wishing God’s blessing up- 
on your task, I remain, ib 


FROM A WELL-KNOWN LAYMAN 


A layman, writing from the bounds of 
Maryland Classis, referring to the Pre- 
paratory Service, says: ‘‘ Never give it up. 
Let it be held at a time nearest to the 
Communion service, and most convenient 
for the majority of the members. Many 
members need it to help them to take a 
new start and try to lead better lives. The 
service should be short, and with one pur- 
pose in view—confession of sins.’’ 


RETAIN THE SPIRIT, THOUGH FORMS 
CHANGE 


Banks J. Peeler 


Preparatory Service has not 
day. Our idea as to how 
should be condueted prob- 

religious service, hav- 
ing for its purpose self-examination 
preparatory to the possible reception 
of spiritual blessings, ean not be so easily 
worn out. Our Church Fathers contributed 
to Christian worship not only a beautiful 
idea, but satisfied a need in providing for 
such a service. There is a bare possibility 
that we have been so busy hedging about 
the idea with customs that the real purpose 
has been lost sight of. Little concern 
should be shown as to when or how it is 
conducted so long as the need is satisfied. 

It is rather difficult to understand how 
a service conducted from three to six days 
previous to the Lord’s Supper can satisfy 
the purpose for which the Preparatory Ser- 
vice was intended. It evidently did in 
days past; but, if interest is to govern our 
conclusions, it does not now. In fact here 


The 
served its 
and when it 
ably has. A 
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MEMORIES 


Whither has gone your laughter 

Trickling through the soft, warm 
breeze? 

Whither your song and dancing 

Under the linden trees? 

Whither your girlish greeting, 

Your smile and loveliness? 


Nothing beautiful remains... . 
Save the memories... . the memo- 
ries. 
Your beauteous, limpid laughter, 
The song and singer fair, 
Gleeful voice and pattering feet, 
Greeting, smile and loveliness . 
All have followed the soft, warm 
breeze 
Over the hills into the West, 
Softly, faintly, sinking to rest 
On pillows of purple, silver and gold, 
To‘dream, ...and dream.... and 
dream.. 
In eve and dark and dawn of 
dreams.... 
Leaving me the linden trees 
And my lone memories. 
My Gethsemene 
My Calvary! 
Memories! 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


seems to be the weakness in observing it. 
A perfectly wholesome idea all dressed up 
in our fathers’ methods. Such a combina- 
tion will not work in the world of busi- 
ness. We have no right to expect it to 
satisfy in the world of religion. A thing 
that meets a need interests folks. The 
most practical time especially to prepare 
the human heart for spiritual blessings 
should be just preceding the opportunity to 
receive them. A comparatively short pas- 
torate of six years in two widely different 
fields has substantiated that conviction. 


Experiencing the same results as many 
of our sister congregations we set out to 
experiment. The Preparatory and _ the 
Communion Services are now conducted as 
one. The rituals have been combined, 
omitting and adding where advisable. A 
study of the two will reveal that some 
things are repeated in the course of the 
regular service. The administering of the 
elements should be the central thing in it. 
Whatever else is done should lead up to 
and magnify that act. A sermon or a pre- 
liminary devotional period is not essential 
here, but a season of serious self-examina- 
tion is, 


This, of course, presents a different ser- 


vice, but no longer than the ordinary wor- 


ship service—and the folks like it. It in- 
cludes everything that the two emphasized 
separately. It is more suggestive and im- 
pressive. Through it we have interested 
members of our congregation who before 
were either indifferent or disinterested in 
the observance of the Holy Communion. 
Many of those who have been used to the 
old methods, for many years, comment 
favorably upon the change. 

I feel sure that many of my fellow pas- 
tors will not find such plans as we have 
used usable in their fields. It is as it 
should be. Our Reformed Church does not 
attempt to develop mimics; but it is con- 
cerned about character. We will, there- 
fore, each meet our needs as we see them 
rather than persist in a custom for the 
sake of uniformity. 


SHOULD WE HAVE A PREPARATORY 
SERVICE? 


Certainly. For two reasons, at least. 

First, because it is enjoined by the Con- 
stitution of the Reformed Chureh in the 
U. S., Article 200, Section 3, which says: 
“CA service shall be held preparatory to the 
observance of the Lord’s Supper.’’ Of 
course, our Constiution is 20 years old; 
however, a majority of the Classes con- 
sidered such a service of sufficient import- 
ance at that time, to provide for it con- 
stitutionally. Second, because both pas- 
tors and people need such a service to 
deaden the ‘‘call of the wild’’ that is ring- 
ing in their ears, by day and by night, 
year in and year out. There is a great 
deal of slumping evidenced in the Chris- 
tian Church, right now. If pastors and 
consistories are indifferent to a service de- 
signed to prepare, in a very special way, 
the congregation—the pastor, too—for an 
humble approach to the ‘‘ Holy of Holies’’ 
of our Christian worship. who shall lead 
the people through the valley of humilia- 
tion, up into the transfiguring presence of 
the Christ, Who gave Himself the one 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world? 


During the ‘‘Week of Prayer’’ it was 
my privilege to attend the Friday evening 
service in a Presbyterian Church. This 
service was announced on the folder of the 
Church, as a service preparatory to the 
Holy Communion. The congregation filled 
the large auditorium. The prayers were 
confessions of sins and a pleading for 
God’s merey and forgiveness. The ad- 
dress was heart-searching and deeply de- 
votional. I feel confident that the econ- 
gregation left the Church, that night, bet- 
ter prepared for the Holy Communion ser- 
vice, on Sunday, than they would have 
been without such a service. If we can- 
not be devotional, let us be constitutional, 
at least. —Lex. 


Observations and Reactions of a Financial Secretary 


Someway, somehow, the plate collections 
and the regular current and benevolent re- 
ceipts for a twelve months suffice to tide 
us over the year, with most all bills liqui- 
dated and no very serious deficits staring 
us in the face. It usually takes some 
juggling: since the monies received on ac- 
count of the Apportionment are not actu- 
ally due until the annual meeting of 
Classis, the sleight-of-hand performance 
takes place in that region, where Chureh 
money is apt to be least fluid, but where 
chieanery is surely most reprehensible. 
Hence one does not—in view of the first 
statement and in spite of the second—need 
to’throw a fit or wield a rod upon the 
backs of our members who slide along and 
through and save their faces and the repu- 
tation of the Church on a minimum con- 
tribution or a fairly handsome one every 
three or four years. My next door neigh- 
bor is the borough tax collector and he has 
many more worries than I do. He wears 


IV. A Weak Link Somewhere 


a countenance as solemn as an undertak- 
er’s. He informs me that in a number of 
cases he has to have recourse to law in 
order to recover taxes due. I laugh and 
carry on my Sunday manoeuvres with my 
obedient paper soldiers and the Duplex 
sword of authority. 

It is my honest conviction, first, that 
you cannot develop the spirit of giving (a 
borrowed phrase) from the pulpit, whether 
by sermon, announcement or special ap- 
peal. I never heard a preacher who could 
make the thing go over; and even if he 
had, there are always so many absent ones 
who do not hear what he says. I never 
heard a dignified announcement when a 
preacher was compelled to plead for 
money. Billy Sunday does it adroitly, but 
he comes so near swearing that you can’t 
call him dignified. And the professional 
debt raisers, the famous funny men of 
every denomination, with their improbable 
and downright dishonest and questionable 


stories, I eannot away with them. The 
Near East and Anti-Saloon League orators 
and solicitors do this thing with a finer 
technique. Second, it is my even more 
honest conviction that the average Every 
Member Canvass made each year may 
reach the last man on the Church roster, 
but it is not in the strictest sense of the 
word, a canvass. In our own group were 
men who did not use the Duplex, who were 
dead set against missions and all other 
forms of benevolence, and said so, who felt 
that the preacher was being overpaid, and 
did not hesitate to inform those whom 
they canvassed that such were their con- 
vietions. Unless the consistory or the can- 
vassers are a unit, both as to conviction 
and generousness in giving, they will do 
more harm than good when they go out to 
solicit pledges from the rank and file of 
the congregation. 

It would pay, no matter what it cost, to 
hire a stranger who has the rare combina- 
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tion qualities of a high-grade book agent, 
a persuasive bond salesman, a persistent 
real estate promoter, the spontaneous good 


cheer of a Rotarian, the infectious laugh 
of a Lion or Kiwanian, and the beautiful 
smile of a children’s home solicitor. In 


addition, he ought to have some of the 
consecration of an apostle and the guile- 
less soul of a child. Find such a man, put 
him to work and in less than a fortnight 
he will raise, in pledges, the annual budget 
100%, and thus doing away with all spe- 
cial offerings, yards of pennies, sour kraut 
suppers and all other catch-penny schemes 
now in vogue. And you could afford to 
pay him a handsome salary for serviees 
rendered. Everybody would be happy, and 
allowing for a certain percentage of 
shrinkage, money would not be the bug- 
bear to the preacher, who so often spoils 
a good sermon, by an indiscret reference 
to money, nor to the consistory, who feel, 
once they are in that body, that they were 
tricked to take a spiritual office for a com- 
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mercial purpose, and, last of all, to the 
members, who would cherish for months 
the visit of the polite gentleman who se- 
cured, in a way they did not quite grasp, 
their yearly pledge to the Church. 
Doubtless you who are wedded to the 
old system—it is rather a ball and chain 
on your ankles—will scoff and dismiss my 
suggestions with a wave of the hand and 
a grunted, ‘‘impracticable.’’ So be it! 
Ten years hence you will recall that you 
read an article by an unknown woman who 
advocated this plan, and, man fashion, you 
will take the credit for having seen the 
feasibility of the method and elaim that 
you rooted for it long before the other 
fellow had sense enough to move out of 
the rut that always spelled yearly deficits. 
This may not be couched in the language 
of the sanctuary, as my boss says when 
he takes down the receiver to invite our 
minister to play golf with him on a Satur- 
day afternoon, or to run to Philadelphia to 
take in a football game, but there’s a heap 


of common sense in the suggestion; yes, 
even though it sounds more like a promo- 
tion scheme than a wise financial poliey 
for a Church. I believe it will work, if 
tried. And it’s easy to find the type of 
man described, for there are a number of 
firms devoted to raising funds for religious 
and educational and other benevolent in- 
stitutions that have a goodly number of 
such solicitors that could be released for 
a task such as this. 

And now, here comes the janitor with 
the bag. It looks portly and plethorie; 
doubtless it’s asthmatic, for this is the 
season of Lent, and the members are be- 
ginning to deflect from the regular weekly 
offering their self-denial Easter contribu- 
tion. Is it not a pity that familiarity 
breeds, not contempt, but prescience? Well, 
I am ready for the operation, and I do not 
sport an M. D., and, fortunately, I do not 
have to use nitrous dioxide to put my 
patient to sleep while I perform a major 
operation. —J. W. 


Serving a Four Point Circuit in the Mountains 


REV. NORMAN GREENAWALT, Formerly Pastor of the Wills Creek Charge, Somerset County, Pa. 


The mountains seem to have a vague 
drawing power. ‘‘I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the mountains,’’ says the Psalmist. 
Perhaps this may account for the reason 
that people are wont to go to the moun- 
tains for a rest and a change. For one 
who loves the mountains, the Wills Creek 
Charge, of Somerset Classis, affords a good 
place to serve. In addition to the natural 
seenery, which the mountains offer, the 
pastor enjoys the wonderful hospitality of 
a people, who consider it a great pleasure 
to entertain their minister. I can still re- 
member what fun it is to get up early in 
the morning and walk several miles up the 
mountain and then sit down for a good 
substantial country breakfast in a home of 
one of the parishoners, I have reasons to 
believe that my host. enjoyed it even more 
than I did. 

The real challenge of the four-point 
mountain circuit is the opportunity it af- 
fords to serve. The work is necessarily 
extensive rather than intensive and one 
feels at times that the work one is able 
to do is very unsatisfactory, because of 
the large territory one must traverse. Yet 
unsatisfactory as the service may be, the 
people surely do appreciate it. They are 
not ‘‘stuffed’’ with entertainments as are 
so many people in the city, and they have 
time to think over and appreciate the ser- 
vices they do attend. 

The people in the Wills Creek Charge 
are very fond of music. A former Evan- 
gelical minister could readily draw a large 
crowd at any service because the people 
enjoyed hearing him sing. Many pleasant 
hours did I have with the members of the 
Mt. Lebanon choir as we practiced the 
anthems for the coming Sunday, and I re- 
member with much pleasure the good times 


we had in the two choruses preparing can- 
tatas for Easter. In one small township 
hardly large enough to support one organ- 
ization, two bands were formed. 

Much interest was shown in the Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools that were held for 
several weeks during the summer. The 
school was started by two enterprising 
young girls, who caught the vision of such 
a service at a County Sunday School Con- 
vention. In one community a Sunday 
School Workers’ Association was started 
to secure the co-operation of the leaders 
in both schools and it was encouraging to 
notice how well the members worked to- 
gether to promote the spiritual welfare of 
the community. 

At first one is impressed with the in- 
significance of the work in this field. It 
is rather discouraging to travel miles up 
the mountains over roads that are more 
like trails and know that ministers of an- 
other denomination are doing the same, 
while other forms of ministry are neg- 
lected. Yet from this community, men 
have gone out in the world to serve. In 
New Mexico one has become an editor; in 
the State of Washington another is mayor 
of a city; others have gone to Florida, 
Ohio, and I have met a man here in Bos- 
ton, who has achieved success in the busi- 
ness world. He still holds his membership 
in one of the Churches, which he has help- 
ed to build in the Wills Creek Charge. It 
leads one to think that the work in this 
charge has been very well worth while in 
the past and we hope that it might be as 
worthy in the future. 

The writer has served in this charge for 
two years, and realizes how ineffectually 
these people are being reached, due to pres- 
ence of too many faintly struggling 


Churches. Is it wrong to wish that some 
of these Churches would be put out of 
their misery (killed) and in their place es- 
tablish a live Church with a living pro- 
gram? 


The poor roads of these communities pre- 
sent another problem. To meet and solve 
this problem, a Good Road Association was 
formed, Considerable talking was done, 
but actual progress is being made in build- 
ing good roads in the townships. In one 
township eight miles of hard surface road 
has already been built, in another town- 
ship, four; while in the third, only one 
mile is built. Let us hope that soon these 
people may market their produce without 
having to pay the heavy toll that bad 
roads exact. 

The real question for us to consider is: 
‘“How can we promote an adequate pro- 
gram of religious education?’’ Shall we 
have in each community one fold and one 
shepherd—or shall the ministers continue 
to flit from one community to the other 
collecting money, like so many bees ex- 
tracting honey from flowers? 


(Note:—The charge described in the 
above article is now vacant and is in the 
process of securing a new pastor. Rev. 
Greenawalt, who was their last pastor, en- 
joyed a very enthusiastic and appreciative 
following while serving them. But due to 
his laudable desire to continue his studies 
for even greater usefulness in the minis- 
try, preferably in the country, he resigned 
from the field last summer in order to 
matriculate at Boston University, where he 
is now studying. This field offers a splen- 
did opportunity for service and leader- 
ship, to some pastor, who appreciates coun- 
try life——Ralph S, Adams.) 


cA Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


Religious Films and Plays 


The granting of a license by the London 
County Council for the exhibition of the 
film, ‘‘The King of Kings,’’ has, in an- 
ticipation of its production, caused con- 
siderable discussion. The reproduction by 
“<The Times’? of the following advertise- 
ment of the film in a New York paper has 


not unnaturally caused apprehension:— 
‘*Dramatic Magnificence. Spectacular 
Splendor. Riotous Joy. Tigerish Rage, 


Undying Love. Terrifying Tempests. Ap- 
palling Earthquakes,’' If this advyertise- 


ment sets forth correctly the nature of the 
film, the Bishop of Southwark dreads what 
its character may be. Sir Johnston Forbes- 


Robertson, the venerable ‘actor (who has - 


not seen ‘‘The King of Kings’’) exclaims 
that with the filming of the Life of Christ 
‘¢surely the climax of cinematograph hor- 
ror has been reached.’? He recalls his 
sense of horror in America, when General 
Allenby entered Jerusalem, at being con- 
fronted by newspaper placards announcing 
‘*British Take Christ’s Home Town.’’ He 
does not feel that all religious plays should 


be banned, but considers that the line 
should be drawn at the representation of 
our Saviour. Professor Martin Rade, Edi- 
tor of ‘Die Christliche Welt,’’ one of the 
leaders of the Lutheran Church in Ger- 
many, makes a strong protest against ‘* The 
King of Kings’’ film after its presenta- 
tion in Germany. On the other hand, Sir 
Tan Malcolm, having seen the film in Paris, 


gives it unqualified praise as ‘‘one of the =: 


most forceful instruments of Christian 
propaganda.’’ He advises all the bisho 1g 
(Continued on Page 14) — 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


THAT AUTOBILE FUND 


Since our last report, several pledges and 
cash contributions have been made to the 
fund. But if the car is to become a reality 
in the near future, a long pull and a strong 
pull will be needed to reach the $1,200 
goal. Send your cash contributions or 
pledges to the Editor of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ 
and in due time a full list of the contribu- 
tors will be published. Now let individuals 
and organizations, who want a share in 
purchasing that much needed auto for our 
faithful representative in Czechoslovakia, 
Pastor J. Stulc, show their interest by re- 
sponding at once. 


The ecatechetical class of St. Mark’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. C. D. Kress- 
ley, pastor, numbers 36. Communion ser- 
vices will be celebrated on Palm Sunday. 

The average attendance for February in 
the First Church S. S., Carlisle, Pa., Rev. 
Roy E. Leinbach, pastor, was 316. Special 
services will be held every evening during 
Holy Week. 

Mr. Ralph L. Folk, a senior student at 
the Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., 
recently accepted a call to the pastorate 
of the Schwarzwald Charge, succeeding 
Rey. J. Lucian Roush, who resigned. 

Wm. N. Appel, Esq., of Lancaster, has 
been appointed by Gov. Fisher to be the 
Judge of the Orphans’ Court of Lancaster 
County. He is the son of the late Dr. 
Thos. G. Appel, and the brother of John W. 
Appel, Esq., and President Henry H. 
Appel, of Franklin and Marshall College. 

Second Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. 8. 
OC. Hoover, pastor, is to have the privilege 
of being host to Pilgrim Chapter, Order of 
De Molay, on Sunday evening, Mar. 18. 
The annual Lenten services, in which all 
the Reformed Churches of the city unite, 
will be held in Second Church on Mar. 28. 

Rey. Dr. Thomas H. Leinbach, of St. 
John’s Church, Reading, Pa., has issued an 
attractive booklet announcing the special 
series of services for the Lenten and Has- 
ter season. In addition to special sermons 
every Sunday there is a series of special 
talks on ‘‘Christ’s Way With Men,’’ 
every Wednesday evening. 

The Reformed Ministerial Association, 
Phila. and vicinity, held a union meeting 
with the Presbyterians on Mar. 5, when 
Dr. George W. Richards addressed the 
group on the Lausanne Conference. Rev. 
P. W. Yoh spoke on Mar. 12, Dr. C. A. 
Hauser will give the message on Mar. 19, 
and a city union ministerial meeting will 
be held at the Y. M. C. A. on Mar. 26. 

In ‘‘The Lenten Message of 1928’’ to 
the members of the Aaronsburg Charge, 
Pa., the pastor, Rev. G. A. Fred Griesing, 
tells his people that two things are neces- 
sary in our worship today: (1) ‘‘A Greater 
Loyalty to Jesus Christ,’’? and (2) SoThe 
expression in a material way of this loyal- 
ty to the different causes in the Church 
through which Christ’s program is carried 
out.’’ 

Our sympathy goes out to our old friend, 
Rev. Dr. E. M. Beck, of Canton, O., in the 
death of his beloved wife, Mrs. Florence 
E. Beck, at the age of 62. Dr. E. P. Her- 
bruck officiated at the funeral on Feb. 27, 
Drs. Kerst, Steele and Foust assisting. Rev. 
Melvin E. Beck, of Grace Church, Chicago, 
is a son of this good Christian mother. 

It is with a thankful heart to God that 
Rev. Frederick K. Stamm, pastor of Cal- 
vary Church, Reading, is again able to be 
at his preaching task after a serious illness. 
The Wednesday evening services will be 


based on the topics found in the ‘‘ Fellow- 
ship of Prayer. The Sunday morning theme 
during Lent is ‘‘The Crucifixion in Our 
Day.’’ 


Rey. H. J. Welker addressed on Mar. 4, 
the Young People’s League of Myerstown, 
Pa., Church, Rev. David Lockart, pastor. 
The average 8. S. attendance for February 
was 306. At present there are 20 subscrib- 
ers to the ‘‘ Messenger,’’ each name being 
listed in the Church bulletin. The pastor 
was the guest preacher at the Lenten ser- 
vice in St. Mark’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., 
on Mar, 7. 


STEWARDSHIP ACKNOWLEDG- 
MENT WEEK 


William E. Lampe 


This week, March 1ith to 18th, is 
Stewardship Acknowledgment Week 
for the Reformed Church in the U. S. 
It is a time which has been set aside 
by our denomination because there 
should be on the part of our mem- 
bers the unreserved acceptance of 
the responsibility entailed in the 
principles of Christian Stewardship. 
This involves the realization that 
the material and the physical world 
in which we live and work has its 
source in God, just as has the spirit- 
ual world. 

For ages it has been acknowledged 
that we owe thanks to God for our 
spiritual blessings. Now, in an age 


when intelligence, specialized knowl- 


edge, efficiency, and accuracy of 
thought are emphasized as import- 
ant factors in the work of the world, 
we have come to realize the utter 
inadequacy of the individual when 
he is separated from the influences 
which arise in the Source of all of 
life. 

It is needful that an opportunity 
be given not only to acknowledge 
our gratitude to God for every phase 
of our existence, but also that an 
opportunity be given to express this 
gratitude through our renewed in- 
terest and activity and benevolent 
giving in order to promote the King- 
dom of God in the world. It is to 
this end that March 11th to 18th has 
been set aside as Stewardship Ac- 
knowledgment Week. 


Nearly 200 persons took part in the 10th 
Annual Winter Picnie of the Church School 
of St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Rev. 
Charles D. Spotts, pastor. Confirmation 
will be held Palm Sunday and Communion 
on Kaster morning. A most interesting 
message was brought by Rev. Frank Bush- 
field, a minister of the United Church of 
Canada, on Sunday evening, Feb. 28. 

Forty Churches are participating in the 
‘“Akron Co-operative Evangelistic Cam- 
paign’’ from Mar, 15-25, with Bishop Hen- 
derson conducting all the meetings at 
Grace Church, Akron, O. The Wooster Ave. 
Church, Rev. H. B. Diefenbach, pastor, is 
one of the co-operating Churches in this 
campaign. Rev. Mr. Difenbach is using 
the subject, ‘‘The Cross,’’ at the Sunday 
evening services during Lent. 

The morning message on Mar. 4 at Mes- 
siah Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. W. 8S. 
Harman, pastor, was brought by Mr. 
Stein, and the evening sermon was 
preached by Rev. A. R. Tosh, in the sud- 
den absence of the pastor, due to illness 


at his home. Mrs. Harmon is able to be 
up and about again, but their son, Keith, 
was taken to the hospital after developing 
a case of scarlet fever. 


The Thursday Lenten speakers for the 
Church of the Ascension, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Rev. Henry Linford Krause, pastor are as 
follows: Mar. 1, Rev. J. Grant Walter; 
Mar. 8, Dr. A. L. Yount; Mar. 15, Rev. M. 
Billman; Mar. 22, Rev. W. H. Landis; Mar. 
29, the pastor. The pastor and his wife 
were agreeably surprised when, on the 
night of Feb. 3rd, a host of Ascension 
Church dropped in to celebrate ten years 
of service together, and to leave a beauti- 
ful token of esteem. 


On Wednesday evening, Mar. 7, the W. 
M. S. of First Church, High Point, N. C., 
Rev. Milton Whitener, pastor, held a 
Mother and Daughter Banquet in the so- 
cial rooms of the Church, which was at- 
tended by more than 150 women and girls. 
The luncheon was served by the men of 
the Church. A very varied and interesting 
program was presented and Mrs. George 
Stephens, the wife of Rev. Dr. George 
Stephens, delivered the main address. 
Musie was furnished by Miss Myrtle Tip- 
man, Miss Margaret Compton and Howard 
Jones. 


These are the following important 
dates to be kept in mind concerning the 
Stewardship Essay and Poster Contest: 
March 1ith—Essays handed to _ local 
judges; Posters sent to Stewardship De- 
partment; March 18th—Three best Essays 
from each age group sent to the Classical 
Judges; March 29th—Two best Essays 
from each age group sent to the denomi- 
national judges (Stewardship Department, 
316 Schaff Building, 1505 Race St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa.) 

Mar. 4 was Visitor’s Day and Young 
People’s Night in Trinity Church, Balti- 
more, Md., Rev. Charles A. Bushong, pas- 
tor. This was also the third Sunday of the 
Loyalty Crusade, which has resulted in 
greatly increased attendance in all the de- 
partments of the congregational work. The 
spirit to work is beginning to take hold of 
the people to have a great trust in their 
God and undertake great things for Him 
and His children. The pastor is looking 
for still greater results as the Crusade 
continues to awaken the people to the 
necessity of the Christ in daily life. 

At the morning service on Mar. 25, in 
Immanuel Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. 
Henderson L. V. Shinn, pastor, Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, Editor of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ 
will preach the sermon. Dr. Leinbach, who 
will be in the city for the week of Mar. 
25-30, as special preacher for the noon-day 
Keith Theatre meetings, will also speak 
at the Union Lenten Service that week. On 
the evening of Mar. 25 the confirmation 
class will have its special public service. 
A reunion of confirmation classes will be 
held on Palm Sunday at the evening ser- 
vice. 

Grace Reformed Church, Harmony, Pa., 
Rev. Roland A. Luhman, minister, at a 
special congregational meeting, decided by 
an overwhelming majority to erect a new 
Church edifice. The lack of adequate so- 
cial and Sunday School room make it im- 
perative to secure larger quarters. The 
proposed new building will have increased 
seating capacity in the main auditorium, 
modern religious education rooms, gym- 
nasium, and other quarters necessary to 
carry on the work of the Church effectively 
in the Kingdom today. 

Rev. James Shera Montgomery, D. D., 
pastor of the Metropolitan Memorial 
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Methodist Church, Washington, D. C., and 
Chaplain of the U. S, House of Represen- 
tatives, delivered a fine lecture in St. 
Paul’s Chuich, Woodstock, Va., Rev. Rob- 
ert Lee Bair, pastor, on Monday evening, 
Mar. 5, on the subject, ‘‘One-sided Peo- 
ple.’’? The lecture was both humorous and 
serious and was much appreciated. The 
pastor advises that any other Churches 
within a radius of 100 miles of Washing- 
ton who want to hear a good lecture should 
get in touch with this eloquent speaker. 

The pastors of Philadelphia exchanged 
pulpits on Sunday morning, Mar. 11, and 
preached in the following Churches: Beth- 
any Tabernacle, Dr. Frank H. Fisher; 
Calvary, Rey. Arthur Y. Holter; Christ 
Rey. Robert O’Boyle; Glenside, Rev. W. 8. 
Harman; Grace, Dr. Henry G. Maeder; 
Heidelberg, Rev. Albert G. Peters; Mes- 
siah, Rev. Theodore C. Weimer; Mt. Her- 
mon, Dr. Maurice.Samson; Oak Lane, Dr. 
A, R. Bartholomew; Olivet, Dr. Charles 
Alspach; Palatinate, Rev. Urban C. Gute- 
lius; St. Andrew’s, Rev. Paul W. Yoh; St. 
John’s, Rev. Aaron R. Tosh. 

Rev. J. R. Rothermel spoke in behalf of 
the congregation of Solomon’s Church, Ma- 
cungie, Pa., on the occasion of the recep- 
tion on Feb. 15 to the new pastor and his 
wife, Rev. and Mrs. L. B. Beers. Rev. 
Yehl, of the Lutheran Church, spoke a 
word of welcome in behalf of the Churches 
of Macungie. The service on Friday even- 
ing, Mar. 30, will be in charge of the 
Catechetical Class, when the stereopticon 
message, ‘‘The Passion Play of the Oberra- 
mergau,’’ will be given. Plans are now 
under way for the proper observance of 
the 46th anniversary of the W. M. S., to 
be held on Mar. 25. 

Very interesting and inspiring Thursday 
evening Lenten services have thus far been 
held in Grace Chureh, Phila., Pa., Rev. 
Urban C. Gutelius, pastor. On Feb. 28, 
Rey. Ernest Bawden was the speaker; on 
Mar. 1, Rev. Harold Kerschner; Mar. 8, 
Rev. Russell Paynter. On Mar. 15, Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach is giving the message; 
Rey. Arthur Holter will preach on Mar, 22 
and Rey. Aaron Tosh on Mar. 29. The 
special musie is in charge of the Music 
Committee of the Consistory. The Sunday 
evening sermons during Lent consist of a 
very interesting and practical ‘series on 
the general theme of ‘‘Pulpit Portraits of 
the Prophets.’’ 

We are very sorry to announce the ill- 
ness of Rey. Conrad Borchers, the oldest 
minister and member of Allegheny Classis. 
An item in ‘‘Trinity News,’’ of Wilkins- 
burg, Pa., Rev. Dr. Harry Nelson Bassler, 
pastor, says: ‘‘Although well past four- 
score years in age, he has preached every 
Lord’s Day, taught a Sunday School class 
and attended to his pastoral duties until 
Jan. 1st, when he resigned his pastorate. 
Brother Borchers’ life and ministry stands 
out as an example that could be worthily 
followed by many of us. He is making his 
home with Mr. and Mrs. Louis Scheiss, 623 
Greendale Street, Wilkinsburg, Pa. Mrs. 
Scheiss is a daughter. We offer our pray- 
ers for the speedy recovery of this valiant 
soldier of the cross.’’ 

“Trinity News,’’ of Trinity Church, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., Rey. Dr. Harry Nelson 
Bassler, pastor, says: ‘‘It is hardly con- 
ceivable that any one would consider our 
little parish paper as substitute for our 
‘Reformed Church Messenger.’ ‘The 
News’ is concerned chiefly with 
things as have bearing on our, local work. 
‘The Messenger’ is our ‘Church paper,’ 
which brings weekly the information we 
ought to have to be intelligent members of 
the Reformed Church. Mrs. Chas. Pur- 
baugh will be glad to take care of your 
subscription.’’ A ‘‘Sacred Song Concert,’’ 
under the auspices of The Friendship Club, 
will be held on Mar. 18 at 7.45 P. M. 


At the special mid-week Lenten services 
in St. Paul’s Church, Woodstock, Va., Rev. 
Robert Lee Bair, pastor, Rev. C. E. Robb 


such . 


spoke on Feb. 29; Rev. J. P. Harner on 
Mar. 7; and Rev. B. K. Hay on Mar. 14. 
Rey. Dr. 8S. L. Flickinger will preach on 
Mar, 21, and Rev. Dr. A. M, Gluck will 
deliver the sermon on Mar. 28. There will 
by a special musical service on the even- 
ing of April 1, in charge of Prof. Guy 
Benchoff, assisted by a quartette consist- 
ing of Miss Ruth Rockafellow, Mrs. Guy 
Benchoff, Messrs. C. C. Skyles and Harry 
Shutters. Preparatory Services will be 
held on April 6 and Communion on Haster 
Day. 

At the mid-week Lenten service on Mar. 
7, in First Chureh, East Mauch Chunk, Pa., 
Rey. Dewees F. Singley, pastor, 2 of the 
dolls that were sent to America from Ja- 
pan were exhibited in the Church. A very 
large audience attended the service and 
examined the dolls, which were most beau- 
tifully dressed and resembled Japanese 
girls. 50 men of the Fellowship Club at- 
tended the services in a group, and then 
went in the basement of the Church, where 
they were addressed by Harry Pobst, 
President of the local’ Y. M. C. A., who 
spoke on his trip to Europe. A luncheon 
was enjoyed after the meeting. It was 
unanimously decided that the next meeting 
of the Club will be during Holy Week and 
that the club will again attend the Church 
services in a body. 

The morning service theme during Lent 
is ‘‘Temptation,’’ in Zion Church, Lehigh- 
ton, Pa., Rev. Paul Reid Pontius, pastor, 
and the ‘‘Love Stories of the Gospel’’ are 
being studied in the evening services. Con- 
firmation of adults will be held on April 
1, at 11 A. M. A Lenten cantata by the 
adult choir, ‘‘From Olivet to Calvary,’’ by 
Maunder, will be rendered at 7.30 on April 
4, Preparatory Service at 7.30 P. M., on 
April 5 and Holy Communion on Good Fri- 
day. A dawn service will be held at 6 A. 
M. on April 8; Holy Communion at 7.30 P. 
M. Rey. D. F. Singley delighted his audi- 
ence at the Parents’ Meeting on Feb. 15. 
A very successful ‘‘Mock Trial,’’?’ which 
was attended by between 1,000 and 1,500 
people, was held by the Men’s Club re- 
cently; the offering amounted to $161. 


The Men’s League, of Grace Church, 
York, Pa., Rev. Irvin A. Raubenhold, pas- 
tor, held a very interesting meeting on 
Feb. 28, when 4 blind men presented a pro- 
gram. Mr. Augustus Beck, of Grace 
Church, assisted by Mr. Fred Boyer, spoke 
on the method of teaching and training 
the blind. Music was furnished by Mr. 
Charles Limperlake, a tenor soloist, and 
Mr. Carl Miller, a pianist. Mr. Richard 
Hock, who accompanies Mr. Miller in his 
musical engagements, rendered a number 
of selections on the xylophone. The 
preachers at. the Thursday evening Lenten 
services are the Revs. A. S. Fasick, D. D., 


First M. E. Church; Walter Lutz, D. D.,- 


United Brethren Church; Theodore Reinke, 
Bethany Moravian Church; A. D. Gram- 
ley, Trinity Evangelical Church; and H. F. 
Boyer, of St. Stephen’s Reformed Church, 


About 125 men and boys sat down to- 
gether in a delightful fellowship at the 
annual Father and Son banquet given un- 
der the auspices of the Men’s Club, of 
Grace Church, Easton, Pa., Rey. L. V. Het- 
wick, pastor, on Feb. 20th. President 
Harry A. Itter presided and a fine program 
was carried out which was fully enjoyed 
by all present. W. A. Stotz was ‘‘Song- 
Leader,’’ The address of the evening was 
made by Prof. J. B. Hopkins, of Lafayette 
College, who spoke about some lessons to 
be learned from the lives of Washington 
and Lincoln, ‘‘Scotty’’ Cutherbertson, a 
local performer, presented some impersona- 
tions of Sir Harry Lauder, and two reels 


of movies were shown by Mr. James Wells, ~ 


of the local ‘‘Y,’’ entitled, ‘‘The Minis- 
ter’s Son.’’ 


The Western North Carolina Ministerium 
met in the home of Rev. Dr. Geo. Long- 
aker, of Hickory, N. C. Rev. W. R. Shaf- 
fer, of Conover, conducted the devotional 


period, reading from Psalm 15, oti whi¢h 
he based his theme for the sermon outline, 
‘*The Deceitful Man.’’ Rev. C. C, Wago- 
ner and Rev. Hugo Kellermeyer led in 
prayer. A splendid book review was pre- 
sented by Rev. Geo. Longaker, ‘‘The 
Christlike God,’’ by Bishop Francis J. Me- 
Connell. During the business session, the 
committee for arranging a laymen’s meet- 
ing in this section reported; it 
is hoped that this can be accomplished 
within the next month, This will be the 
second gathering of this nature within the 
past year. After a vote of thanks to Dr. 
and Mrs. Longaker for their hospitality 
and the fine dinner, the meeting was 
closed with a prayer by Rev. W. E. Lyerly. 

At a recently held congregational meet- 
ing of the Centenary Church, Winchester, 
Va., Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Flickinger, pas- 
tor, the following departments and commit- 
tees were appointed to promote the effici- 
ency of the congregation: departments of 
worship, religious education, evangelism 
and visitation, and missions and steward- 
ship; committees on Christian social ser- 
vice, social fellowship, Christian unity and 
co-operation, finance and publicity. The 
Church cabinet is composed of the pastor, 
officers of the consistory, chairman of the 
board of trustees, leaders of the depart- 
ments, chairmen of committees and heads 
of all the auxiliary organizations. There 
is much wise planning in such an organiza- 
tion of the resources of the congregation, 
and good results ought to follow under Dr. 
Flickinger’s leadership. 

At a congregational meeting held on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, the members of Christ 
Church, Conyngham, Pa., Rey. Perry L. 
Smith, pastor, balloted in favor of building 
a Church edifice of their own. On Dee, 15 
Christ Union Church burned to the ground 
and since then the Lutheran congregation 
has voted to build separately. The Re- 
formed congregation had at that time 
voted in favor of rebuilding a Union 
Church. The Lutheran vote having made 
this impossible, the decision to build a 
separate building has now been made, A 
building site of 150 feet front and 200 
feet depth has been purchased in the 
Borough of Conyngham at $3,500. Plans 
for building are under consideration. A 
contribution towards the building fund has 
been received from President Wilson’s 
grandson, Francis B. Sayre, Jr., a friend 
of the pastor. 

A very appreciative minute in recogni- 
tion of the unselfish devotion of Rey. Ellis 
N. Kremer, for 40 years, in the history of 
Salem Sunday School, Harrisburg, was pre- 
pared by the following committee: George 
A. Hollinger, J. Douglas, M. Royal, Eliza- 
beth Royal, Mary M. Kunkel, K. Lenore 
Watts, Mrs. Adam J. Hain and Rudolph K. 
Fortna. The careful and devoted atten- 
tion that Dr. Kremer displayed, all through 
his ministry, for the spiritual welfare not 
only of his own people, but of the entire 
community, is beautifully emphasized in 
this minute, and this beloved shepherd of 
souls is cherished as a wonderful inspira- 
tion to follow zealously in the footsteps of 
the Master. Prof. T, F. Herman is proper- 
ly quoted as saying of Dr. Kremer: ‘‘If 
God gave him a head of silver, He also 
gave him a heart of gold.’’ 


A committee consisting of Clara Blat- 
tenberger, Vernie Hoover and Kathryn 
Hoover, has prepared an _ affectionate 
minute with regard to the late Robert 
Smith, of Bedford, Pa., who departed this 
life Feb. 15, at the age of 83 years, testify- 
ing to the love and respect felt for him 
by the members of St. Luke’s Church and 
Sunday School, because of his inestimable 
service and noble character. Mr. Smith 
was a veteran of the Civil War. He was 
one of the founders of the Chureh and the 
School, and has been for years the living 
link between the past and the present. 
Not only was he a close student of the 
Bible, but a man of youthful spirit, whose 
sympathetic smile and loving helpfulnese 


Marcu 15, 1928. | REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


WE ARE 
VERY LARGELY 
WHAT WE READ. 

- CHRISTIAN 

SERVICE 
IS THE RESULT 
OF LOYALTY TO 

THE CHRIST 
OF REVELATION 
AND THE CHURCH 
HE GAVE US. 
THE MESSENGER 
ENDEAVORS TO 
GIVE A PICTURE 
OF HIS CHURCH 
AND ITS MEMBERS 
AT WORK. 
HELP US TO 
HELP OTHERS! 


A. M.S. 


made him a companion and friend to all. 
His fidelity to duty in every circumstance 
leaves for his family and friends the 
legacy of an honorable name, 


Lincoln Day addresses were delivered 
before the Cazenovia Odd Fellows and the 
pupils and faculty of the Seneca Voea- 
tional School during the second week in 
February by the Rey. John M. Peck, Buff- 
alo, N. Y. The latter address was broad- 
east by station WSVS, Buffalo. He also 
addressed the Father and Son dinner of 
the Bethlehem Evangelical Church on Feb. 
16. In the social hall of St. Paul’s 265 
men gathered on Feb. 17th, as guests of 
the St. Paul’s Men’s Club. It was the 
oceasion of the second men’s rally of the 
Reformed Churches of Buffalo and vicinity. 
Rev. John M. G. Darms, D. D., was the 
guest-speaker of the evening. His sub- 
ject was ‘‘Modern Crusades.’’ Dr. Darms 
remained in the city for the 19th, and 
preached the sermons at both services in 
his former parish. More than 600 people 
attended the two Sunday services. St. 
Paul’s people and pastor greatly enjoyed 
the visit of the former pastor. 


A unique and interesting service was 
held in the Indian Creek Church, Pa., Rev. 
I. O. Schell, pastor, on Mar. 4, at 2.15 P. 
M. The Junior Mission Band had sent one 
of the dolls from America to Japan last 
year and now when the Japanese schools 
sent in return 57 most beautifully dressed 
dolls, the Mission Band was fortunate to 
have the loan of one of these dolls for ex- 
hibition. The doll, almost life-sized, was 
placed on the altar, at either side of it a 
Japanese flag and American flag. After a 
very interesting program the pastor ex- 
plained the meaning of the exchange of 
the dolls between two countries. Rev. Dr. 
J. P. Moore presented the subject, ‘‘The 
Long Time Friendship Between Japan and 
America,’’ to an appreciative audience 
consisting of members of the congregation 
and visitors from many near-by towns, A 
similar service is to be held at Waynes- 
boro, Pa., on Mar. 30. 


A birthday reception of more than usual 
interest was held at the home of Rev. Dr. 
U. H. Heilman, of Lebanon, Pa., on Mar. 2. 
Mrs. Heilman had invited the following Leb- 
anon Reformed ministers and their wives: 
Dr, and Mrs. I. G. Fisher, Dr. W. D. Happel, 
Rev. E. F. Hoffmeier and wife, and Rev. 
Pierce E. Swope and wife. The day 


[os 


marked the 90th birthday anniversary of 
Dr. Heilman, who, 68 years ago, graduated 
from Fr anklin and Marshall Colle ge. He 
was in the active ministry over 380 yeais 
and for many years was a teller in the 
Jonestown bank. The years have rested 
lightly upon Dr. Heilman; physically he is 
very active and can be seen on the streets 
of the city practically every day. Mentally 
he is keenly alert, and especially interested 
in matters theological and historical. He 
is at present engaged in writing recollec- 
tions of college life for the Alumni maga- 
zine of F. & M. College. As a token of 
friendship, Dr. Happel, in behalf of the 
guests, presented Dr. Heilman with a copy 
of ‘‘The Story of Philosophy.’’ Dr. and 
Mrs. Heilman recently celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary. 


A largely attended farewell reception 
was tendered to Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Howard 
H. Long, by the members of St. John’s 
Church, Red Lion, Pa., recently, in the so- 
cial hall of the 8. S. auditorium. The pas- 
tors, S. S. superintendents and congrega- 
tions of the 4 Churches of the borough, 
with many friends were in attendance. 
Prof. A. G. Schlater served as toastmaster, 


and addresses were delivered by H. L. 
Haines, R. E. Strobeck, Dr. Jerome M. 
Guss, Prof. W. W. Stauffer, Rev. M. B. 


Heiland, A. J. Kelly, Mrs. Edwin C. Bas- 
som, H. J. Throne and J. M. Flinchbach. 
Musie was furnished by the S. 8S. orchestra, 
under the direction of Prof. Charles N. 
Gobis. Dr. and Mrs. Long were the recipi- 
ents of a purse of money from the congre- 
gation and bouquets of flowers from the 
different Church organizations. The pre- 
sentation and farewell address was de- 
livered by Prof. Schlagel, and Dr. Long re- 
sponded with an eloquent address. The 
influence of Dr. and Mrs. Long as leaders 
will be greatly missed in the borough, 


when they leave for their new field of 
labor. 
Rev. Dr. Carl H. Gramm, of the Living- 


ston Avenue Chureh, New Brunswick, N. 
J., has completed a rewarding study or 
survey of his congregation and community, 
which is not only very interesting, but 
shows the fine prospects of that field. The 
congregation took an active part in the 
Home Visitation Campaign put on by the 
Churches of New Brunswick. The comple- 
tion of the survey had made Dr. Gramm 
and his people ready for such a campaign, 
and 11 teams of 2 each from Livingston 
Avenue congregation called on 196 persons, 
inviting them to the Church, and a careful 
follow-up work has been planned, from 
which it is hoped much good will come. In 
the 6 months of the present pastorage the 
average Sunday attendance for the 2 ser- 
vices has been 312, or 71% of the member- 
ship. The S. 8. has the largest enrollment 
it ever had and a wide-awake Young Peo- 
ple’s Society was organized a few months 
ago. In addition, Dr. Gramm is enjoying 
his work as a member of the faculty of 
Rutgers University, and he admits that 
the entire family is enjoying the new Nash 
automobile. 


The Sunday evening ‘‘Good Will Ser- 
vices’’ during Lent, being held in Christ 
Chureh, Bethlehem, ’Pa., Rev. W. H. Boll- 
man, pastor, are fulfilling their purpose 
admirably. On Mar. 4 Rev. Charles A. 
Papp, pastor of the Hungarian Presby- 
terian Church, at New Brunswick, was the 
speaker. Rev. Emil Nagy, pastor of the 
local Hungarian Reformed Chureh, mem- 
bers of his congregation and the Hungari- 
an students from Franklin and Marshall 
College were honored guests. A local Hun- 
garian violinist, Albert Illias, gave a re- 
cital before the service. On Mar. 11 Rey. 
C. C. Weathers, spoke on the subject, 
‘Where Is the Negro’s Place??? Negro 
spirituals were sung by the Male Quarrtette 
of the School for Colored Youth, Borden- 
town, N. J. On Mar. 18 Rabbi Sidney 
Goldstein, D. D., New York City, will 
speak on the subject, ‘‘Jew and Christian 
—What We Have in Common.’’ ‘‘The 
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each place it occurs is 
marked for correct pronun- 
ciation. Also other words dif- 
ficult to pronounce. The most 
complete self- pronouncing 
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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34 West 33rd Street 
New York 


Land of the Rising Sun’’ will be the sub- 
ject of Robert Masataka Kamide, M. A., 
B. D., Japanese lecturer, on Mar. 25, After 
each service an informal reception to the 
guests of honor and the speaker is held in 
the Church, thus bringing the different 
races in personal contact. David Griffith 
Samuels, organist and choirmaster, has 
planned appropriate musical numbers for 
each service. 

At a recent County 8. 8. Convention, the 
Conover, N. C., young people were well 
represented, sending 6 registered delegates, 
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Immediately following this, there was a 
social gathering and party for the entire 
young people’s group given by the pastor 
and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. W. R. Shaffer. 
The interest of the young folk in Christian 
work continues to increase. The annual 
Stewardship Prize Essay Contest is being 
carried on by a large number of boys and 
girls in all 3 of the Churches in the charge. 
These essays are all of a high grade, and 
it is hoped that a prize can come to one 
of these children again this year. On Fri- 
day night of March 9, the ladies of the W. 
M. 8. gave a Spelling Bee at the Graded 


School. The pastor is now organizing a 
class for the study of the Catechism. The 
Brookford Mission Band children have 


furnished the Sunday School with some 
worth while maps. At Smyrna, another of 
the Churches in the charge, there is be- 
ing conducted a Mission Study group. 
Much interest is being taken in this work. 
Large numbers come and take an active 
part in the discussions. Since the be- 
ginning of the Wednesday night prayer 
meeting at Brookford, the numbers attend- 
ing have been steadily increasing. From a 
financial standpoint all three of these 
Churches are doing far more than at any 
time in the past. May it all be for the 
glory of God. 

These are busy months at Trinity 
Church, Akron, O., Rev. George M. Smith, 
pastor. Every group is enthusiastic about 
the new project. The Ladies’ Aid is serv- 
ing noon-day business men’s luncheons 
each Wednesday. The different classes 
have had their usual bazaars and have 
been able to accumulate goodly sums for 
their particular Church building funds. 
Annual Scout Week was observed in Akron 
and Trinity has been cited for splendid 
work done. The troops will likely become a 
Standard Church Troop as one of the pre- 
paratory steps toward the co-ordination 
and correlation of the entire Chureh pro- 
gram. The annual Scout dinner was con- 
ducted with Boy and Girl Scout troops 
present. We had the pleasure of a visit 
from Dr. Chas. Peters, who brought the 
message upon this occasion. The Scout 
dinner was served to a large number of 
scouts and friends. Mr. Jno. Van Dis, 
General Secretary of Akron Y. M. C. A,, 
who was one of the organizers of the 
American Boy Scouts, was the special 
speaker. Ferbuary was observed as Stew- 
ardship month, The tithe was requested 
and the Ingathering Day was observed on 
Sunday, Mar. 4th. Stewardship in Trinity 
has been a source of great encouragement. 
At this time there are 75 registered tithing 
stewards in the congregation. The aim is 
$5,000 for this Sunday. On Washington’s 
Birthday the pastor addressed the Opti- 
mists at their noon-day luncheon at the 
Portage. At present he is preaching a 
series of sermons at the morning service on 
‘¢An Old Law in a New Day.’’ A class in 
catechism has been organized. The pro- 
gress on the new building is encouraging. 
Tn a few more days the inside walls will 
be completed and the contractor ready to 
start the outside walls. Material is being 
placed on the job so that with the coming 
of milder weather the work will be pushed 
rapidly. 


A LETTER FROM THE REV. JARO- 
SLAV STULC, OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Strakonice, Czechoslovakia, 
February 15, 1928. 
Reverend Sir and Brother: 

Please pardon me for not answering your 
very kind letter any sooner. It was not 
forgetfulness, but the utter absence of 
even half a day of rest. Please look at 
my work -oeutline. ... (Here follows an 
outline covering a whole week, of which 
we give two days.) Monday, 7.13 A. M. 
By train to Volyne, 9 miles distant, Re- 
ligious teaching in the publie school 10 to 
12. Then back to Strakonice, stopping at 
the parsonage just to take a bite of some- 


thing, then hurrying to the Strakonice 
College (classical and real gymnasium), 
teaching English from 1.40 to 3.30 P. M. 
From 4 to 7 P. M., work in the office of the 
Parish Court; meeting people who want 
something at the parsonage, like certifi- 
cates of birth, death, weddings, ete., for 
we are bound to keep the registers of the 
State. 

Saturday. Leave home before 7. A. M. 
Teach 3144 miles distant, from 8 to 9 A. M. 
Walk another 3 miles, each 11 to 12. Leave 
by train 12.20, reaching home about 1 P. 
M. ‘Take a little soup or luncheon, then 
hurrying to our old-town High School to 
teach religion from 1.15 to 2 o’clock. At 
the gymnasium firom 2 to 3 and at the 
new town publie school from 3 to 4. Office 
work from 5 to 7 P. M. Every month we 
must send to the district courts, to the 
State Office of Statistics the reports of 
weddings, birth, deaths, ete..... Believe 
me, I often feel deadly exhausted over all 
these duties. Dear Brother, how I would 
appreciate the gift of a small, light car! 
It would not only save my strength, but 
also save so much of my time now lost on 
the long walks and in waiting for the 
trains. I have been tied down to my multi- 
plying tasks so closely that I have lost 
considerably in weight. 

Now, to answer your questions, Doctor. 
Central Europe is small, The distances 
short; we have about 130 miles only. 
Of course. you would like to see the land 
where the first Protestant Church in 
history had her birth, following a marvel- 
lous awakening beginning in the 14th cen- 
tury. You could not miss seeing the first 
Central European University, that of 
Prague, founded 1348, a century before the 
first German University. You owe it to 
yourself to see Bohemia, Moravia and 
Czechoslovakia. We shall be very glad 
indeed if you accept our invitation and be 
our guest while you stop in our town. I 
hope that we shall have the great pleasure 
of seeing you with us this summer. Please 
come, and bring other Americans with you. 

With prayers and best wishes, I am, 


Cordially, 
—Jaroslav Stulc. 


(Friends are sending in contributions 
for a small auto for our good brother. We 
hope enough will be sent to bring joy to 
his heart. Why not make a sacrificial gift 
during Lent to aid this faithful servant of 
Christ in his great work? Send check to 
the Editor, and all contributions will be 
acknowledged in due time.) 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


The Bethany Family is in the midst of 
the grippe at present. A very large per- 
centage of the children have had colds and 
have spent a few days in bed. We are 
happy to say that there have been no 
serious cases up to this time. The baby 
of the family seems to have had the most 
severe attack, in fact, it is a question whe- 
ther or not pneumonia will develop. The 
new nurse certainly had some initiation. 
She had the infirmary filled and emptied 
with children a number of times during 
her first week with us. We believe, from 
indications, the grippe is losing its 
‘“orip’’ on us. 


There are several things that remind us 
that the time for planting onions is at 
hand. The cook believes that onions are 
a very good article of food, especially in 
cases of colds, so we are using quite a 
quantity of them at the present time, thus 
reducing our sunnly considerably. Not the 
weather, but the calendar, tells us the time 
of planting onions is rapidly approaching. 
So if any of the friends wish to send us 
onion sets now is the time to do it, so we 
will have them to plant as soon as the 
ground is fit to work. 
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BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO., 708 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 


We have not as yet filled the positions 
that will become vacant on the first of 
April. This date is approaching rapidly, 
and we would be happy to hear from some 
of our friends with recommendations or 
personal interviews. 


A LETTER FROM LONDON 
(Continued from Page 10) 
and clergy of the Church of England to 


-see it, confident that such a representation 


as he saw will banish their suspicions that 
it is perhaps irreverent or Seripturally un- 
true. The ‘‘Christian World’’ cannot see 
why, if reverently treated, the sacred sub- 
jects which painters, using human models, 
paint, should be forbidden to the cinemato- 
graph. ‘‘The crux of the matter is the 
treatment.’’ Meantime, ‘‘The Kingdom of 
God,’’ an English version of a Spanish 
play by Sierra produced in London—a play 
of character rather than of incidents, por- 
traying the growth of a soul dedicated to 
God—has met with universal approbation. 


‘“‘Abide With Me’’ 


The 80th anniversary of the death of the 
Rev. Henry Francis Lyte, M. A., author 
of ‘‘Abide With Me,’’ ‘‘Praise My Soul, 
King of Heaven,’’ ‘‘Pleasant Are Thy 
Courts Above,’’ and other well-known 
hymns, was observed on November 20 at 
the parish Chureh of Lower Brixham, 
Devonshire, where he was for 30 years in- 
cumbent. He built the Church and schools 
there. All Saints’ is his memorial Church, 
and his tablet may be seen on the wall of 
the south transept. Born at Kelso, Scot- 
land, Mr. Lyte was 55 when he. passed 
away at Nice, where he had gone for the 
sake of his health. His best-known hymn 
is dear to the hearts of millions of Eng- 
lish-speaking people in all parts of the 
world. Hardly anything could be more im- 
pressive than the singing of ‘‘Abide With 
Me’’ in unison by masses of people. In 
England this hymn, with its inspiring mes- 
sage of comfort, faith and hope, may be 
heard not only at solemn national assemb- 
lies, as on Armistice Day, but wherever 
community singing is practiced, at military 
tattoos, at great football matches, in 
Churches of all denomiantions, in humble 
homes, and by the graveside. 
composed one or more hymns for each of 


Mr. Lyte — 
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the 150 Psalms, and at the age of 43 pub- 
lished 234, having previously issued a 
volume of poems, chiefly religious. He said 
that this lyrical work had been the most 
pleasing and profitable of his life and 
sweetly filled up the intervals of a labor- 
ious ministry, consoling him in many trials, 
‘*Abide With Me’’ was written in Berry 
Head House, Brixham, not the home of his 


| 


invalid grand-daughter, Miss A. M. M. 
Hogg. Another grand-daughter is Sister 
Margaret, of the Sisters of Bethany. 
Preaching at the memorial service in All 
Saints’, the present vicar said that no 
doubt ‘‘Abide With Me’’ was inspired by 
the magnificent sunset over Torbay, which 
he could see from his house—but not as he 
sat on a rock in the garden, as some have 


mistakenly affirmed—and it was after fre- 
quent meditation on the evening of human 
life and the growing knowledge of his own 
ill-health that he wrote this hymn, little 
thinking it would attain such world-wide 
fame. After the service the Church choirs 


proceeded to Berry Head House and sang 
several of the hymns to Mr. Lyte’s grand- 
daughters. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


HOW TO LOVE GOD 

Text, Mark 12:30, ‘‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all 
thy soul, with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength.’’ 

In the same chapter in which St. John 
tells us ‘‘God is love,’’ he also says, 
““Love is of God,’’ and ‘‘ We love God be- 
cause He first loved us.’’ In my last sermon 
I told you how much God loves us, and now 
I want to tell you how much we ought to 
love Him. 

Everything we have comes from God. 
Even the love we have for Him comes 
from Him in the first place and is re- 
flected back to Him. All the light that is 
in the natural world comes from the sun. 
So all the love that is in your life comes 
from God and reflects or shines back again 
on Him. 

The words of our text were spoken by 
our Savior in answer to the question which 
was asked Him by one of the scribes, 
‘‘What commandment is the first of all?’’ 
He replied: ‘‘The first is, Hear, O Israel; 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one: and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength. 

As St. Matthew reports it, Jesus said: 
‘¢Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the great and 
first commandment. ’’ 

St. Luke’s report is the same as that 
of St. Mark, as given in our text, except 
that he reverses the order of ‘‘mind’’ and 
‘¢strength.’’ 

We find, then, that Jesus tells us a four- 
fold way in which to love God. I. With all 
your heart. The heart is the real fountain 
of love. It is the center of your spiritual 
being, and of your affections. You are to 
keep your heart with all diligence, for out 
of it are the issues of life. 

To love God with all the heart, means 

that your love will be sincere. You will 
have no other gods before Him. You will 
have no other love above the love you have 
for Him. 
_ Christianity is the only religion which 
teaches men to love God in this way. The 
heathen do not love their gods; they are 
afraid of them. Their devotion to their 
gods, which often puts Christians to shame, 
is prompted not by love, but by fear. 

Your love for God must be as personal 
as is your love for your parents or for 
your friends. ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart.’’ Just as you 
say, ‘‘My father,’’ ‘‘my mother,’’ ‘‘my 
friend,’’ so you must say, ‘‘My God.’’ 

A long time ago a young man was 
travelling in a coach, and opposite to him 
sat a lady with a very pretty little girl on 
her lap. The young man was very much 


Home and Young Folks 


pleased with the little girl: he played with 
her, sang to her, and told her stories. When 
the coach arrived at the hotel where they 
were to stop, the little girl put her face 
close to the young man’s, and said, ‘‘ Does 
?00 love Jesus?’’ He blushed, and went 
out of the coach, but gave her no answer. 
But he could not forget the question. 
Wherever he went, it kept ringing in his 
ears: ‘‘Does ’oo love Jesus?’’ When on 
his bed at night, in his wakeful moments 
and in his dreams, he could only hear the 
same question: ‘‘Does ’oo love Jesus?’’ 
The next day he went to see a friend of 
his, and while he sat waiting for her he 
said aloud: ‘‘Does ’o0 love Jesus?’’ She 
had just entered the room and heard the 
question that fell from his lips. She asked, 
‘“What are you talking about?’’ He said, 
‘*T didn’t know you were present. I was 
saying what a very little girl said to me 
yesterday, ‘Does ’oo love Jesus?’ ’’ She 
asked, ‘‘What did you say to her?’’ He 
replied, ‘‘I said nothing. I did not know 
what to say.’’ Five years passed. The 
young man was walking through a city, 
and he saw at a window the very lady who 
had held the little girl on her lap. He rang 
the bell, and asked if he might speak to 
her. He tried to introduce himself by re- 
ealling the incident which had happened 
in the coach, and she replied, ‘‘I remember 
it quite well.’’ He said, ‘‘Do you remem- 
ber your little girl asking me a question?”’ 
She answered, ‘‘I do, and I remember how 
confused you were about it.’’? He said, 
‘¢May I see that little girl?’’ But the 
mother looked out of the window; she was 
erying. He exclaimed, ‘‘What! what! is 
she dead??? ‘‘Yes, yes.’’? was the reply. 
‘¢She is in heaven. But come with me, and 
IT will show you all her treasures.’’ And 
the man went into the room, and there he 
saw her Bible, a great many books in 
beautiful bindings, and all her childish 
playthings. The mother said, ‘‘That is all 
that is now left of my sweet Lettie.’’ And 
the man replied, ‘‘No, madam. that is not 
all that is left of her. I am left. I am left. 
IT owe my soul to her. I was a wicked man 
when TI first saw her, and living a very 
bad life. But she said those words to me, 
and I never forgot them. And since that 
time IT am quite changed. I am not the 
man I was. I am now God’s. I ean as- 
swer that question now. I do love Jesus. 
T love God with all my heart. Don’t say 
that all of little Lettie is gone.’’ 


TI. With all your soul. This will make 
your love emotional, full of feeling, as it 
ought to be. Your love to God must be 
ardent, that is, warm, burning. So we sing 
in that beautiful prayer-hymn written by 
Isaac Watts over two hundred years ago: 


‘<Come, Holy Spirit, heav’nly Dove, 
With all Thy quick’ning pow’rs, 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours.’’ 


‘¢(Pather.’’? asked the son of Bishop 
Berkeley, ‘‘what is the meaning of the 
words ‘cherubim’ and ‘seraphim,’ which 
we meet with in the Bible?’’ ‘* ‘Cheru- 


bim,’ ’’ replied his father, ‘‘is a Hebrew 
word signifying knowledge; ‘seraphim’ is 
another word of the same language, signi- 
fying flame. Whence it is supposed that 
cherubim are angels who excel in knowl- 
edge; and that the seraphim are angels 
likewise who excel in loving God.’ ‘‘T 
hope, then,’’ said the little boy, ‘‘when I 
die I shall be a seraph, for I would rather 
love God than know all things.’’ 

III. With all thy mind. This means that 
your love for God must be intelligent. The 
mind is the seat of thought, will, imagina- 
tion, memory. When you love God with all 
your mind, you try to think His thoughts 
after Him; you make your will subservient 
to His will; you use your imagination to 
picture God to yourself in a real way; and 
you store your memory with the precious 
promises of God and the rich treasures 
which are found in His Word. To love 
God with all your mind will help you to 


put your trust in Him. 


A little boy was tossed about in a boat, 
which his father was steering. There came 
on a great storm. The sailors said to him, 
“‘Aren’t you agraid? see how high the 
waves are! Hark! how the wind roars! 
“¢Aren’t you afraid?’’ ‘‘T am not afraid,’’ 
was his reply; ‘‘my father is at the helm.’? 

TV. With all your strength. This means 
that your love for God must be intense and 
energetic. 


I will close with a story which will show 
how one Christian loved God, not only 
with all his strentgh, but also with all his 
heart. soul, and mind. It was in the Nether- 
lands, long ago. at a time that a very 
wicked persecution was going on against 
the Protestants, when they had ‘‘The In- 
duisition.’? This was a very cruel thing. 
The inquisitors, as they were called, put 
this poor man, a school teacher, to the tor- 
ture of the rack. This was a horrible in- 
strument of torture. They stretched him so 
that his limbs were almost torn from his 
body. Thev asked him, ‘‘Won’t you, for 
the sake of your wife and children, give 
up this religion of yours?’’ The poor old 
schoolmaster said, ‘‘If this earth were all 
gold, if all the stars were pearls, and if 
that golden globe and those pearly stars 
were all mine. IT would give them all up 
to have my wife and children with me. But 
T will not for the sake of pearls, or gold, or 
wife, or children. give up my religion, for 
I love my God more than wife or child. 
or gold or pearls.’’ But the inquisitors’ 
hearts did not soften a bit: they went on 


inflicting more tortures until the man died 


on the rack. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
Sending our religion to the heath- 


en may be defended on the ground 
that it is wise to ship abroad what- 
ever we do not wish to use at home. 


Sa eetieetineal 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER | MarcwH 15, 1928. 


deceased in the 
99) 


Lawyer—‘‘Was_ the 
habit of talking to himself when alone? 

Patrick Mahoney—‘‘I can’t tell ye that, 
sor. I never was wid him when he was 
alone.’ ’—Puck. 


Family Altar Column 


Dr. Frank Grether 


March 19-25 
Thought: How shall we that 
to sin, live any longer therein? 
‘Sweet the 


are dead 


Memory Hymn: Moments, 


Rich in Blessing.’’ 


March 19, Monday—John the Baptist and 
Jesus. Mark 1:1-11. 

The devotional Scriptures for this week 
are doubles of some of the 8. 8. lessons 
for the past quarter, and have been ex- 
pounded. How certain parts of the Bible 
appeal to us at our different ages! In 
childhood we delight in the stories of the 
Bible. In youth the sublime passages— 
Elijah at Mt. Horeb, the call of Isaiah or 
Ezechiel, the Revelation of St. John—grip 
us with holy awe. In manhood we like the 
Proverbs and the practical wisdom books. 
In age we appreciate the Psalms because 
our experiences and our longings find ex- 
pression in so many of them. But the life 
of Jesus always appeals to all of us. Long 
had His coming been foretold as the 
Messiah and Savior of the world. Now 
His herald went before Him to prepare the 
way and to announce His arrival. ‘‘Re- 
pent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’? The way to Jesus is through the 
straight gate of repentance. Wealth, 
scholarship, high position, even the form- 
alities of religion do not entitle us to ad- 
mission, much less to reserved seats in 
the kingdom of God. Down, sinner, down 
on your knees. Remember the needle’s 
eye. 

Prayer: We render thanks to Thee, O 
God, for Thy holy word, and for the de- 
light and instruction it affords us. It 
makes us shudder when it denounces our 
sins: it fills us with hope when it assures 
us of Thy great mercy. Make us truthful, 
sincere, upright, that we may never try to 
hide anything from Thee, but freely con- 
fess our sins and have forgiveness for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


March 20, Tuesday—Jesus and the Sick. 
Mark 1:21-31. 

We have contact with Jesus through 
prayer. Did He ever deny aid to any who 
eried to Him? We ean ery to Him now. 
In His superior wisdom He may want to 
prove us in the school of adversity, and 
may leave us there, as we are so apt to 
complain, all too long; but let us not waver 
in our faith or lose courage. If He does 
not immediately remove the burden, He 
will give strength and patience to bear it. 
So many sincere believers bemoan their 
inability beeause of illness or infirmity to 
serve Him as they see others doing, yet the 
example of their unwavering faith and 
their cheerful patience sinks deeper into 
our hearts than many an eloquent sermon. 
We walk by faith, and not by sight. Now 
we see through a glass darkly. But from 
the pinnacles of glory the mazes of our 
life here below will appear to us as the 
pattern of God, intricate it may be, but 
very beautiful. 

Prayer: 

Although Thy ways I cannot clearly see, 

Abide with-me, O Lord, abide with me. 

For Thee, my Lord, when dark and long 
the night, 


IT wait, like watchmen for the morning 
light. 

With Thee near by my sobs and murmurs 
cease, 

Thy soothing promises bring rest and 
peace. Amen. 


March 21, Wednesday—Jesus and Sinners. 
Mark 2:3-12. 


Repent, O sinner, and believe 

That Jesus sinners does receive. 

Their cries of anguish Jesus hears; 

He feels their sorrows, sees their tears. 


For you, for you the Savior yearns; 
No mother’s heart with love so burns. 
Why let Him wait? O why delay? 
Return to Him, return today. 


Confess your sins, and He’ll forgive; 
Believe on Him, and you shall live. 

No more in sin you then will roam, 

But, find the way and reach your home. 


How great the wonders of His grace! 

How warm the Father’s kind embrace 

The courts of Heaven with joy resound 
Because the lost one has been found. 


Prayer: O God, Thou searcher of hearts, 
work in us through the influence of Thy 
Holy Spirit such repentance that we may 
in all sincerity and truthfulness confess 
our sins unto Thee and have forgiveness 
through the merits of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, to Whom with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost be honor and glory now and 
evermore. Amen. 


March 22, Thursday—Jesus and the Law. 
Mark 2:18-22. 


The law of Jesus is the law of love. It 
is not a law promulgated in dark clouds 
and thunder, graven on granite or bronze, 
to threaten and condemn, as it surely would, 
since all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God: but it is the law of the 
Spirit written in the heart (Hebr. 8:10; 
12:22). The redeeming love and tender 
mercy of God melts our hearts to tears of 
repentance, and His ‘‘grace abounding to 
the chief of sinners’? makes us so ashamed 
of our sinful lives and so thankful for the 
removal of our guilt by His pardon through 
the merits of His Son, that gratitude and 
love gain the upper hand in our lives and 
render us willing to serve the Lord and 
do His holy will. With St. Paul we can 
say, ‘*The life I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me.’’ 


Prayer: Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
And since my Savior bore my sins in His 
body on the tree, let me die unto sin and 
live unto righteousness, and walk in new- 
ness of life. Amen. 


March 23, Friday—Jesus Misunderstood 
and Opposed. Mark 3:19b-35. 


God grant that we may not reject and 
oppose Jesus. Let us welcome Him gladly, 
and plead with Him to dwell in our hearts 
by His Holy Spirit. 


When Jesus is welcomed He comes like the 


dawn, 

And soon all your gloomy forebodings are 
gone. 

No longer, bewildered in darkness, you 
grope, 

But lift up your eyes to the Dayspring of 
Hope. 

When Jesus is welcomed you’ll water with 
tears 

The seeds that lay dormant so many long 
years; 


The brooklets of God through your being 
shall flow 

And gladness will sprout, and contentment 
will grow. 

When Jesus is welcomed the lilies shall 
bloom, 

Sweet flowers of grace with the rarest 
perfume; 

The heart like an orchard shall blossom, 


and bear 

Rich fruits of the Spirit, delightful and 
fair. 

O welcome Him, then, and say: ‘Jesus, 
come in! 


Remove the pollution and havoe of sin; 
To newness of life wake my slumbering 
soul, 

And I shall be 
whole.’’ 


happy when I am made 


March 24, Saturday—A Miracle of Power. 
Mark 4:35-41. 


Nothing is impossible with God. Let us 
not turn the miracles of Jesus into fairy 
tales. He can walk on the sea; He ean 
still the storm. In Jesus God has come 
very near to us, has become audible, visi- 
ble, palpable. ‘‘That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have handled 
of the Word of Life—that declare we unto 
you, that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus 
Christ’’ (I John 1:1-3). God has ‘‘spoken 
unto us by His Son, Whom He hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things; by Whom also 
He made the worlds; who being the bright- 
ness of His glory and the express image 
of His person—when He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down at the right 
hand of majesty on high’’ (Hebr. 1:2-3). 
We have an almighty Savior. To Him all 
power is given in heaven and earth. And 
He is with-us alway. Storms of persecu- 
tion have battered the ship of His Church, 
but it is still sailing and will sail till, fly- 
ing the colors of Jesus, it docks in the city 
of God. 

Prayer: Increase our faith, O Lord. We: 
believe in God; we believe also in Thee. 
Speak peace to our souls, and calm our 
troubled minds. For the blessings of the 
past week we thank Thee, O God. May 
the turmoil cease, may our souls grow 
quiet when we lay down our implements of 
labor to prepare for Thy day of rest. Amen. 


March 25, Sunday—Jehovah’s Messenger. 
Malachi 3:1-6, 


God cannot compromise with sin. All 
the holy prophets denounced the sins of 
God’s people, and threatened them with 
punishment and destruction unless they re- 
pented. So did the forerunner of Jesus. 
Stern and uncompromising, he demanded 
repentance of every one, high or low, of 
the Pharisee no less than of the publican: 
because the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand. Nor could the judgment tarry much 
longer. The ax was already laid at the 
root of the tree. The thresher, mightier 
than he, had His fan in His hand thorough- 
ly to purge His floor. This is the last 
Sunday in Lent. To be pious and abstemi- 
ous during the forty days. to look upon 
the Crucified One on Good Friday, and im- 
mediately after Easter forget what a price 
was paid for our redemption, and let the 
world roar back into our lives, and follow - 
our former sinful ways—do you call this 
true repentance? 

Prayer: O God. forgive us our frivolity, 
and free us from the sin that doth so easily 
best us. Fill us with gladness for the 
marvels of Thy grace, for Thy love shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


A TERRIBLE PUNISHMENT 


Two little boys were naughty and the 
teacher kept them after school, making 
them write their names five hundred times 
as an added punishment. 

On hearing this, one little boy burst in- 
to tears. 

The teacher asked what was the matter, 

‘«oTain’t fair,’’ he cried, ‘‘his name is 
Lee and mine is Schnickelfritzer.’’ 


Bible Thought This Week 


worketh no ill to his ne 
bour: therefore love is the fulfilling - 
law.—Romans 13:10, 
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Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


‘Part Two of our Mary Beck’s ‘‘How 
Christmas Came to a Chinese Family’’ 
‘Here I am at home already.’’ Dsen 

Bow did as he said without a mishap. Dsen 

Bow then went in the hut, made out of 

straw thatching, mud floors with a crude 

bed made of boards laid on benches with 
cover after cover laid under and on top; 
pigs and chickens running. all over the 
mud floor. A table made of boards, 
benches for chairs, and dirt everywhere, 
for Dsen Bow’s mother did not know any- 
thing about housekeeping. This was Dsen 

Bow’s home. Would you like to live in 

Dsen Bow’s home? I rather think you 

would not. In fact, I know you would not, 

But I am so used to it I don’t think I 

would mind sleeping there over night. 

““Mamma, I think I will go to the mas- 

ter’s since I have cared for the chickens.’’ 

So off he trotted, a ten-year-old lad that 

had learned the cares of a man. By this 

time he was at Mr. and Mrs. Lund’s place. 

““Ts Robert here?’’ His question was an- 

swered by a man servant. ‘‘Yes, do you 

wish to see him?’’ the servant answered 
curtly, because he did not like to be dis- 
turbed. ‘‘Here I am,’’ called a boy’s 
cheery voice. ‘‘Oh, master Robert, come 
come here. I have a surprise for you. 

Please hurry.’’ ‘‘Well, what is it?’?’ 

““Master Robert, you know you asked me 

to teach you to read and write? Well, 

here’s your chance. I want to learn to 
read and write your language. How about 
it?’’ ‘*Oh, yes, that will be fine and we 
can meet every day when the sun is just 

a little after the middle. How about it?’’ 

““And, Robert, I found a book thing!’’ 

“You did? Well, let’s see it! Tomorrow 

we will se if it is too hard for beginners. 

Goodbye.’’ The next day Dsen Bow 

‘started at the appointed time, and getting 

there, was delighted on finding Robert 

sitting at the teacher’s desk with a desk 
for Dsen Bow. ‘‘English first,’’ Robert 
laughed. ‘‘All right,’’? Dsen Bow said. 

“‘Here is my book.’’ ‘‘You say you found 

it? Why that is the Bible.’’ ‘‘What is 

the Bible?’’ ‘*Don’t you know what a 

Bible is? It is the word of our God. Come, 

Dsen Bow. Mother must see to teaching 

you to read and write.’’? So Dsen Bow 

studied with all his might and main, be- 
cause he had heard about the new doc- 
trine. The new doctrine did a lot for Dsen 

Bow. In the first place it brought the 

boys nearer to each other than ever before. 

It did not matter to Robert if Dsen Bow 

was Chinese; he liked him just the same. 

Another thing was, the more he learned, 

tthe harder he studied, for the Bible was 

getting more interesting every day. Now 

he was to a place where the Jesus man did 

wondrous things. Why, he really did heal 

a leper by touching his head, and made a 

lot of blind men see. He could hardly see 

how the wonderful man could do all these 
things, but he believed. 

‘‘The more he learned, the harder he 
studied’’ greetings this week to all my 
Birthday Club folks, who, like Robert in 
Mary Beck’s story, love not only boys and 
‘girls who live in America, but boys and 
‘girls who were born in China. And in our 
prayers tonight, let us thank God for His 
Bible, which has brought us ‘‘nearer to 
each other than ever before.’’ 

P. S.—Mary’s story will be ended next. 
week. Aren’t we proud of our Three-Part 


““How Christmas Came to a Chinese 
Family??? 
P. S. again: Mary Beck likes Chinese 


horses, too, and you should see her make 
way with two-icings cake, the kind Mother 
Beck bakes for missionary journeyings far 
out into the hill country. and the river 
country of China. One night we all came 
home in a third-class train—a bumpy train 


and very slow. The only light we had was 
the flicker of a dirty lantern at the far 
end of the box-car. We’d been on a visit 


to day schools and to chapels. 


When ‘Sunday Comes 


By John Andrew Holmes 
He who ‘‘carries nothing away 
with him from the sermon’’ might 
try bringing a container, 


ANSWERS TO ‘‘A FAMILY OF CATS’’ 


1. Catalogue; 2. Catbird; 3. Caterpillar; 
4, Catcher; 5. Catsup; 6. Catfish; 7. Cate- 
chism; 8. Catnip; 9. Caterer; 10. Cataract; 
11, Catalpa; 12. Catacomb; 13. Catastro- 
phe; 14. Catamount; 15. Catapult; 16. 
Catawba; 17. Cattle; 18. Caterwaul. 


GUESS THESE SHIPS 


Guess the name of the ship for which 
Churches are built, 
The ship that’s of use in the dark, 
The ship of attachment, affection and love, 
The ship on which writers embark. 


The ship that won’t go when the fires have 
gone out, 
The ship that brings many a sigh, 
The ship in which learners are taught a 
new trade, 
The ship that’s a family tie. 
The ship that revises, finds fault with and 
blames, 
The ship that’s our nation’s safe guide, 
The ship with which battles are won on the 
land, : 
The ship from which oft comes a bride. 


Policeman: ‘‘Yer can’t go there, Miss; 
it’s a one-way street.’’ Lady: ‘‘But I 
only want to go one way.’’—Punch. 


Uncle: ‘‘ Well, Tommy, if you can ask 
me a question I can’t answer I’ll give you 
sixpence.’’? Tommy: ‘‘Righto, uncle. Can 
you tell me where the music goes after it’s 
been played?’’ : 


BIRDS AND THEIR SONGS 


Mrs. Henry W. Elson 


Chapter I 
In the Garden—Robin 


They ’ll come again to the apple tree— 
Robin and all the rest— 
When the orchard branches are fair to see 
In the snow of blossoms dressed. 
And the prettiest thing in the world will be 
The building of the nest. 
—Sangster. 


‘“Robin, Robin Redbreast 
Singing on the bough, 
Come and get your breakfast, 
We will feed you now.’’ 


This is what Sara sang one morning 
after she had been awakened by a sweet 
cheery song from the branches of the 
apple tree just outside her window. 

At breakfast she told grandfather of the 
early morning song that she had heard. 

‘*T suppose,’’ he said, ‘‘the bird that 
you heard was a robin, one of the same 
family that made its home in the fruit 
tree last year. He was so delighted to find 
his nest still there that he burst forth into 
a song of thanksgiving. Robins seem to 
make their houses purposely strong on ac- 
count of having a second brood to take 
care of by the last of June.’’ 

The children spent much time in Sara’s 
room watching their little neighbor. Robin 
was not alone, his little mate was with him. 

Both birds were clad in slate-colored 
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jackets, red-brown vests and black hoods. 
Mrs. Robin’s colors were a little paler 
than those of Mr. Robin. 

The nest of coarse grasses, leaves, root- 
lets, with an inner wall of mud and a lin- 
ing of fine grasses could be seen in a 
crotch of a limb—wide open to the sun. 


“* «How pleasant the life of a bird must 
be 
Living in love in a leafy tre.’ ’’ 


said grandfather when he and the children 
saw Mrs. Robin busy and her mate atten- 
tive, while they were repairing the home 
with hair and a dried grass or two. 

Later when Mrs. Robin was sitting on 
the nest keeping the five blue-green eggs 
warm, Mr. Robin seldom left her, unless it 
was to go to the garden for a ripe red 
cherry, a worm, or an insect. When he 
returned he would give the food to Mrs. 
Robin in a.loving and graceful way. After 
she had taken the worm or cherry from 
his yellow bill he would sing a cheerful lit- 
tle tune. Often he. would persuade her 
te leave the nest and take short flights. 
He would then sit carefully on the eggs. 

Both birds were very friendly with the 
children, but they would give loud chirps 
whenever Rover or Pussy came about the 
tree. 

How delighted Sara and Conrad were 
one morning when they saw five young 
robins in the nest. They named these lit- 
tle birds Petlove, Littlemite, Brighteyes, 
Goodheart and Yellowbill—a hungrier and 
more homely bunch would be hard to find, 
with such beautiful names. 

Every few minutes one of the parents 
came to the nest with a mouthful of 
worms. Often Mr. Robin would give his 
mouthful to Mrs. Robin, as if he thought 
she knew better how to feed the babies 
than he did. After Mother Robin gave her 
mouthful she generally slipped into the 
nest, covered the nestlings or alighted on 
the edge of the nest for several minutes 
and took a good look at the little robins. 
Then off she would fly for another supply. 

Hundreds and hundreds of worms and 
insects were brought in this way to the 
nest. In one day each little robin ate 
more than its own weight in worms. 

No wonder the little birds grew very 
fast and Father Robin for the time being 
put away his songs. He was too busy to 
sing as he had to supply more than half 
the food for his hungry family. 

Often he would visit a cherry tree in 
the garden, eat several cherries and then 
straighten his little body, give his head a 
little jerk to one side as much as to say, 
‘“Don’t send me away, these cherries I am 
taking belong to me. Suppose I had left 
on the tree the worms I had taken to my 
little ones, where would your cherries be?’’ 

Sara and Conrad often laughed when 
they saw how the little robins craned their 
necks the minute that Robin or Mother 
Robin flew near the tree and were not yet 
in sight of the nest. It looked as if the 
little birds had received a wireless message 
telling them that it was time to open their 
mouths. 

By and by the young robins were ready 
to leave the nest and there could be seen 
among the apple blossoms a birdies’ flying 
school. In that school were lessons in chirp- 
ing and twittering, in diving down from 
the nest, and in flying in ecireles. Father 
and Mother Robin clung to the branches 
with their feet to show the baby birds 
there was no need of falling. 

The downy things in the nest looked 
beneath and then up—very much afraid 
when they saw the wide open space. 

For three days the parent birds repeat- 
ed the flying lessons when Brighteyes and 
Goodheart gave a sudden plunge down- 
ward, and then fluttered and hopped till 
they. alighted on a large box at the foot 
of the tree. Then what praises the mother 
sang. Everybody knew the little robins 
were leaving the nest. Petlove and Yel- 
lowbill soon followed. Last of all came 
Littlemite. 
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For some time after this when they 
eame home to the nest Robin and Mother 
Robin taught little Robins their sweetest 
songs. 


The day came when flying lessons were 
all learned and when the little birds could 
feed themselves. Away they flew to the 
garden with Father Robin to make their 
own way in the world and to sing their 
own sweet songs. 


One of the saddest things about life is 
that, with so much power to help others 
by kindness of word and kindliness of act, 
many of us pass through the world in 
silence, or with folded hands.—J. R. Miller. 


SCIENCE SHORTS 


The planet Venus has no moon. 


Polar seas are bright green in color. 


Over 300 kinds of cheese are made in 
France. 


Americans eat more pork than any other 
people. 


Flawless emeralds are extremely rare and 
valuable. 


Nutmegs are the kernels of seed from the 
nutmeg tree. 


Mushrooms were cultivated in ancient 
Greece and Egypt. 


An ostrich sometimes grows up to weigh 
more than-300 pounds. 


There are about 2,000,000 girls in the 
United States named Mary. 


The Arctic tern migrates from the north 
polar regions to the Antarctic. 


New York City spends over $3,000,000 
a year removing snow from its streets. 


A eat’s sense of smell and taste are not 
so keen as its sight, hearing and touch. 


““But what practical use do you expect 
to get from your study of trigonometry?’’ 
inquired the professor. 

Well,’’ replied the student, ‘‘it ought to 
come in handy in parking a ear during the 
Saturday night shopping rush.’’—Ameri- 
can Legion Monthly. 


GOD WANTS THE BOYS AND GIRLS 


God wants the boys, the merry, merry boys. 
The noisy boys, the funny boys, 

The thoughtless boys— 
God wants the boys, with all their joys, 
That He as gold may make them pure, 
And teach them trials to endure; 
His heroes brave He’d have them be, 
Fighting for truth and purity. 

God wants the boys. 


God wants the happy-hearted girls, 
The loving girls, the best of girls. 
The worst of girls— 
God wants to make the girls His pearls, 
And to reflect His holy face, 
And bring to mind His wondrous grace, 
That beautiful the world may be, 
And filled with love and purity. 
God wants the girls! 


A BOX OF BEES 
M. Louise C. Hastings 


Ellen, cool in the hammock, looked into 
the leaves of the grapevine over her head. 
Green leaves bowing and waving, they 
suddenly changed into a Dream Fairy, 
dressed in shining yellow, like the ‘‘sun- 
shine bush’’ in the front yard. 

She was singing softly, and, as she flew 
nearer, Ellen could hear the words of the 
song: 


I’ve brought the Bees to see you 
A box of Bees, my dear; 

I hope you’ll keep them always; 
You’ll need them every year. 


Then, whish! the beautiful Dream Fairy 
vanished! But in Ellen’s hands was a 
curious box, yellow as gold, like the Dream 
Fairy’s dress. 


Ellen read the small print on the cover— 
‘“Bees for Ellen’’! And yes, there was a 
tiny key in the lock, which kept repeating, 
‘“Ptease unlock me! Please unlock me!’? 

As soon as Ellen turned the key, the 
box flew open, and out hopped six funny 
little men about as tall as your baby 
finger. They were dressed in the colors 
of the rainbow, and on their heads they 
wore queer little caps with tassels which 
shook when they laughed. 

They made funny little bows, and 
marched back and forth on the box until 
Ellen said, ‘‘You make me want to 
laugh!’?’ That so pleased them that they 
stopped marching and sat right down om 
Ellen’s fingers. 

Before Ellen could speak, they stepped 
forward, one by one, and spoke. 

The red man said, ‘‘My name is BE 
Kou De? 

The orange man said, ‘‘My name is BE: 
GENEROUS.’’ 

The yellow man said, ‘‘My name is BE 
EGA Yoo 

The green man said, ‘‘My name is BE’ 
GENTLE.’’ 

The blue man said, ‘‘My name is BE’ 
HELPFUL.’’ : 

The violet man said, ‘‘My name is BE’ 
PATIEN D2? 

Then they all made their little bows: 
again, and, quick as a wink, vanished. 

‘‘Where are my funny little men??’” 
ealled Ellen, rubbing her eyes. ‘‘ Mother, 
have you seen my queer little bees that 
were dressed like rainbow men? They 
were here a second ago. One little fellow 
was named ‘BE HELPFUL.’ Oh, Grand-— 
ma, may I help you hold your worsted?’” 

A magic thing had happened to Ellen. 
Whenever she called the bees by their 
names, she wanted to do just what the 
name told her to do! When she thought 
of the funny little yellow bee, she began to 
be happy. If she mentioned the red man, 
she began to be kind to some one. 

And the bees lived with Ellen all her 


life. That’s why she grew to be kind, 
generous, happy, gentle, helpful, and 
patient! 


[All rights reserved] 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Sunday, March 25, being Review Sun- 
day, no notes are furnished. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 25th—What Is My Share In the 
Missionary Enterprise? 
I Thess. 1:1-10. 

The missionary enterprise is the exten- 
sion of the Kingdom of God in all the 
world. This is the main business of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. It is the supreme 
task of Christians everywhere. The mis- 
sionary enterprise is not a side issue nor 
an adjunct of the work of the Church. It 
is its chief, controlling, dominating pur- 
pose. It is, therefore, something which 
cannot be assigned to a limited group of 
people nor is it something to be stressed 
only at certain periods of the year. It is 
the all-year-round program of the Church 
in which every member is to engage to the 
full limit of time and ability. It is, there- 
fore, not something which demands only 
a part of a Christian’s time and effort, but 
the whole of it. 

The question of what ‘‘my share’? is in 


this enterprise, therefore, raises a false 
issue. My part in it is limited only by my 
whole life and ability. Sometimes people 
raise this question with the idea of getting 
by with the least that they can do for it. 
They want to get away with doing as little 
as possible and still keep respectable in 
the eyes of others. The answer to the 
question is—I must do the most that I 
can and not the minimum. There are cer- 
tain standards which some people set for 
themselves in aiding this missionary task 
of the Church. 

1. One standard is expressed by the 
question—‘‘what are others doing?’’ Fre- 
quently our work for the Kingdom is 
measured by what our friends and neigh- 
bors are doing. We are a very peculiar 
people. We want to be fashionable and 
do what others are doing. We are spurred 
on to give by what others are giving. Our 
zeal for the Kingdom is often determined 
by the interest and earnestness which 
others are showing. This is a low and un- 
worthy standard. On one occasion Jesus 
rebuked one of His disciples when he es- 
sayed to figure out his life service on this 
basis. Jesus had given to Peter a tree- 
fold commission. Peter saw his friend and 
rival, John, standing by to whom as yet 
Jesus had committed no specific work, so 
Peter, pointing to John, asked, ‘‘ And what 


shall this man do?’’ Jesus rebuked him 
with the following reply, ‘‘If he tarry 
until I come what is that to thee? Follow 
thou Me.’’ In other words—‘‘that is none 
of your business. Your life is not to be 
determined by what others may be or may 
not be doing. Your business is to follow 
the Master.’’ That was a just rebuke and 
Peter had deserved it. There are many so- 
called followers of Christ who are all the 
time gauging their service, their efforts 
and contributions by what their friends: 
are doing. This standard is too low, too 
variable and is not expressive of that true 
and whole-hearted devotion which a Chris- 
tian should have to Christ and the Church, 


2. Another standard is determined by 
the fear that people are always doing more 
than their share. Usually when people 
raise the question of ‘‘their share’? in any 
enterprise they are never afraid that they 
might be doing less, but more than their 
share. They are satisfied with the mini- 
mum and are never thinking of the maxi- 
mum. People usually want to do as little 
as they can. This smacks of legalism, the 
very thing which Jesus condemned in His: 
teachings. He told His followers that 
they should give more than their share. 
“Tf any take away thy coat let him have 
thy cloak also, and whosoever shall compel 
thee to go one mile, go with him twain.’” 
The Pharisees were always concerned 
about their share. They were very strict 
in observing the letter of the law, but it 
never occurred to them to do anything 
beyond what the requirements demanded. 
Jesus always insisted on the over-flow, the 


extra. He came not only to give life —— 


His followers, but that they might have it: 
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more abundantly. He believed in good 
measure, pressed down, running over. That 
makes the Christian life beautiful and 
radiant. It hfts it out of the realm of 
legalism and puts it into the sphere of 
freedom and fulness. 

3. The real standard which we must set 
for ourselves is not what others are doing, 
not what the law and good form require, 
but how much Christ has done and how 
much He expects of us. The standard is 
fixed not by convention, not by conveni- 
ence, but by Christ. If the missionary en- 
terprise is the work of Christ, if it is car- 
ried forward under the command of Christ, 
then the real Christian is expected to 
throw himself into the task with the full 
abandonment and devotion of his whole be- 
ing. This is what Christ did. He did not 
ask—what is My share in building the 
Kingdom of God in the world? He as- 
sumed it as His whole life’s task. He gave 
Himself to it without reservation. There 
was no part of His being held in abeyance. 
All He had, all He did, all He was He laid 
uncompromisingly and unreservedly upon 
.the altar. It was His meat and His drink. 
It was the one consuming passion of His 
soul, His zeal for the House of the Lord 
ate Him up. He set His face steadfastly 
towards Jerusalem and all the blandish- 
ments, pleasures and rewards of the king- 
doms of the world could not change Him in 
His whole-hearted and full-orbed consecra- 
tion to this one thing. 

Likewise St. Paul, the great Apostle, 
never asked—what is my share in the es- 
tablishment of the Chureh of Christ? He 
made it his whole-hearted and full-time 
task. ‘‘This one thing I do,’’ said he, ‘‘I 
press on toward the mark of the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.’’ 
And at the close of his career he could 
say, ‘‘I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith.’’ 
Others since that time have given them- 
selves in fullest measure to this great 
cause. They have not counted their lives 
as dear and they have kept nothing in re- 
serve. Their share in the building of the 
Kingdom was measured by their utmost 
devotion and ability. Not a part of their 
lives, but their entire lives went into the 
work. When a man gives himself wholly 
and entirely to this enterprise, then he 
loses sight of any standards that the world 
may set for itself. The question as to 
what others are doing fades out of sight; 
he is not concerned about them. He is 
only intent on doing the will of God to 
the fullest measure of his ability. 

It will appear from the above that one’s 
part in the missionary enterprise is more 
than a money consideration. If it were 
merely a matter of money it could per- 
haps be figured out on a percentage basis. 
But even the money basis is entirely too 
arbitrary a way. Sometimes we speak of 
ten per cent of one’s income. But even 
this is not a fair and equitable basis. Cer- 
tain conditions prevail which need to be 
taken into account. On the money basis 
one’s share in the missionary enterprise is 
not determined by a certain percentage of 
a man’s income, but on what remains after 
a certain amount has been deducted. For 
example: a man whose income is $10,000 
a year and who would give one-tetnh to 
the missionary enterprise would give away 
$1,000, but he would have $9,000 left for 
himself, whereas a man whose income is 
only $1,000 and who gives one-tenth or 
$100 of it has only $900 left for himself. 
In reality, therefore, the man who gives 
the $100 makes a greater sacrifice than the 
man who gives the $1,000. We have been 
determining our service to the Kingdom 
too much in money values. We have done 
this until the whole business has become 
saturated with commercialism, and what 
ought to be a great spiritual enterprise has 
become too largely a business concern. 
Men and women, therefore, whose hearts 
may not be in the work can ease their 
consciences by contributing liberal sums 
of money. The old Jews had degenerated 
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into formalism and legalism and they 
they thought if they would obey the letter 
of the law and if they would observe cer- 
tain rites and ceremonies and carefully run 
through the rubrics of the ritual they had 
done their duty. Today too many Chris- 
tans imagine that if they respond in terms 
of dollars and support a cause by their con- 
tributions they have done their duty. Com- 
mercialism in the Chureh is as great a 
curse as ceremonialism; it is as devastating 
and destructive of the real spirit. ‘‘My 
share’’ in the missionary enterprise is not 
done when I have given money simply. 
Money is merely a medium of exchange. 


It is a symbol. The real gift that I must 
make is that of myself. My money is my 
coined personality. But with my gift must 
go my life. ‘‘The gift without the giver 
is bare.’’? ‘‘My share’’ in the missionary 
enterprise, therefore, is the measure of the 
fullest and the richest and the best life 
that I can lay upon the altar for Christ. 


““T am but one, 
But I am one. 
I cannot do everything, 
But I can do something. 
What I can do I ought to do, 
And what I ought to do 
With God’s help I will do.’’ 


EASTER GREETINGS 


The Easter messages, with choice Scripture verses, make these new cards the 


very 


greetings that SUPERINTENDENTS, TEACHERS, 


WORKERS, FOLKS 


will want to send or give to their scholars and friends! 
FOR HAND-TINTING! 


A touch of green here! 
flower! 
cards to friends! 


A bit of rose there! 
And then—the pleasure of sending hand-tinted 


A colorful 
“full-of-individuality” 


Some blue sky! 
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EASTER GREETING POST CARD No. 1119 


A juvenile series. Happy, laughing children! 
Pink-eyed bunnies. Yellow chicks! And daffo- 
dils and tulips! Easter greeting and Scrip- 
ture Texts on each, $1.25 per 100. 


EASTER GREETING POST CARD No. 1118 

Wind-blown cherry blossoms, hollyhocks! 
Charming window and doorway scenes! Ex- 
quisite bits of the outdoors against delicately 
eolored backgrounds. lEaster greeting and 
Scripture Texts. $1.25 per 100. 


EASTER GREETING CARDS No. 1104 


Designs of little chickens and ducks prettily 
arranged with Easter Flowers. Printed in 
ten colors to imitate hand painted work. 


Packed in sets of ten cards with envelopes. 
Size, 3x4 inches. 


30c per set. 


Pig sitcht ety 


3 hax oes 
‘igcabnoe Dinero 
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BOOK MARKS 


Finest card stock. Corded. Beautiful color- 
ing. Designs with suitable Easter’ Bible 
Texts. Price, 20c a set of 10, assorted. 

, 


“LILY” BOOKMARKS 


Exquisite celluloid bookmarks. Size, 5x 1% 
inches. Delicate green tints on white. Matt. 
19:138-14; or 23rd Psalm. ‘Ve each; V5e doz.; 
$6.00 per 100, postpaid. 


EASTER GREETING CARD SET No. 1660 


10 ecards, assorted (2 each of five designs). 
Charming designs of quaint pottery! Cottage 
scenes! A gateway! Subjects that will be a 
joy to tint! Cheery Easter greeting and 
Scripture Text on each card. Gilt edges. With 
envelopes. 30c the set. 


WALL MOTTOES 


FAMOUS “HYMNS OF THE CHURCH” 
: SERIES 
Size, 81x11 inches. Each card corded. 


Each with individual design, is lithographed 
in full colors on best card stock. 
ie cents each, or ten assorted at $1.50, post- 
paid. 
LEAD KINDLY LIGHT 
ABIDE WITH ME 
A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 
JESUS, LOVER OF MY SOUL 
ROCK OF AGES 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER* 
THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 
GOD BLESS OUR HOME 
THE LORD BLESS THEE AND KEEP 
THEE 
*With Debts and Debtors. 


Ui apes 


Enster 
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SCRIPTURE WALL MOTTOES 


Ten mottoes 


Exquisite colorings. Corded. 
Sold only 


to each package, assorted texts. 


in complete packages. %5e a package. Size, 
5144 x 8% inches. 
No. 1153 EASTER TEXTS 
An attractive Easter series with church 
scenes and floral settings. ‘ 
1. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 


give thee a crown of life—Rev. 2:10. 

2. “I am the resurrection and the life—,” 
ete.—John 11:15, 

8. Christ died for us, that, whether we wake 
or sleep, we should live together with Him. 
—I Thess. 5:10. 

4. For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life—John 3:16. 
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PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Schaff Building, 15th and Race Streets, - 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 
PROBLEM SHOP 


Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 


University of Redlands Redlands, California 


Problem: How can we make our Church 
School better known in the community? 

Answer: Every Church School of any 
considerable size should elect as a regular 
officer a Publicity Director. If your Church 
School has anything worth advertising, 
why not let it be known? A business man 
who sits smugly satisfied with one-tenth or 
one-half the business he could have, has no 
one to blame but himself for partial or 
complete failure. 

Many a Church School is doing ‘‘busi- 
ness’? with ‘‘one clerk and a cash regis- 
ter’? and with them half ‘‘asleep’’ most 
of the time. It ought to wake up and go 
after customers. There are millions at the 
doors of our Churches. They are waiting. 
They may not think so, but they are. 
Somebody else is waiting, the Somebody 
who cares more than the most faithful, 
zealous Christian can care, and He is wait- 
ing, patiently waiting. 

‘“Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife, 

We hear Thy Voice, O Son of Man.’’ 

Our slowness of heart and head must 
thoroughly disappoint Him who is count- 
ing on us to reach, teach, save, and serve 
the multitudes which belong to the great 
‘¢other sheep I have which are not of this 
Told. 

If, as Church School workers, we have 
‘‘goods’’ worth selling, ‘‘goods’’ of any 
intrinsic value whatever, then we are slug- 
gards if we do not advertise our ‘‘ wares.’’ 
No material purchase can begin to compare 
with the spiritual values which the Church 
and its School can offer and should offer to 
its community. What a great ‘‘market’’ 
we have, near and far—a grand total of 
millinos not yet ‘‘sold’’ on the worth- 
whileness of Christian truth. 

It is the supreme business, privilege of 
every worker in the religious education 
program of the Church to be a trained, 
faithful, efficient ‘‘salesman’’ soliciting 
‘“trade,’’ ‘‘selling goods’’ and otherwise 
advancing the Divine Enterprise. Jesus 
Christ, who established the great Kingdom 
Corporation, selecting the twelve directors, 
later increased, takes every earnest be- 
liever and loyal follower into the firm. He 
is expecting great things! He wants us to 
cash in on the many dividends, to share 
with Him the joys, the peace, and the 
profits which accrue when business is es- 
pecially good. 

How well is your Church School known 
in your community? Does your Church 
carry in a conspicuous place a bulletin or 
service board? Does it use the daily press? 
If not, why not? The Lord’s business de- 
mands as much common sense as commer- 
cial enterprises. If a manufacturer or 
merchant has a product of genuine value, 
worth 100 cents on the dollar, he can afford 
to advertise. He is foolish if he does not, 
for he robs himself and others. 


A Church School Publicity Director 


What wonderful things can be done by 
a wide-awake, sensible Church School pub- 
licity director. He should be selected with 
great care. To blunder in the personnel 
of this office is to make a most serious mis- 
take. Such a director should be: (1) a 
thorough-going Christian, whose character 
ballasts his service; (2) an enthusiastic 
believer in the School of the Church, know- 
ing from experience its policy, program, 
and personal leadership; (3) one who is 
keen enough to see a lot and cautious 
enough to say little; (4) one who is heay- 


ily stocked with a supply of common sense; 
(5) one who ean lift out of a mass of ma- 
terial the chief things of real publicity 
value; (6) one who will be fair-minded 
with all facts and folks; (7) one who puts 
unselfish service above his own popularity, 
and (8) one who gets out of his yester- 
day’s experience a great today and a 
greater tomrrow for the big business of 
Christian education. 
Duties of a Publicity Director 

Some of the publicity privileges of a di- 
rector who systematically, conscientiously 
serves his School would be among the fol- 
lowing: (1) use letters, as personal as they 
can be made, typed, duplicated, any kind 
just so they are short, snappy, meaty, and 
compel the reader’s attention; (2) supply 
the weekly Church calendar or bulletin 
with brief, breezy sentences, original or 
quoted from eminent authorities on the 
value of Christian education in our Ameri- 
can civilization; (3) see that adequate, at- 
tractive bulletin boards are erected and 
kept ablaze day and night with pointed, 
pithy paragraphs or sentences which com- 
mand the eye and compel attention; (4) 
he will have made publicity posters, pla- 
cards, and press notices for use in the com- 
munity; (5) he will cultivate the good-will 
of respectable neighborhood movies and 
get an occasional crisp statement on the 
screen; (6) he will use buttons, coat-lapel 
hangers, door knob tags, auto pasters, ban- 
ners, pennants, newspaper and street car 
ad space, bill boards, cards, and other 
legitimate means to give all the people of 
the town, city, or district an eyeful of the 
very best in Church School ‘‘wares;’’ (7) 
he may arrange with others a community 
pageant presenting most attractively a his- 
tory of religious education from early 
times to the present, or otherwise offer 
pictorially the work of the Church School; 
(8) if he is popular in the best sense and 
clever on his feet, a five-minute talk at a 
service club, such as Rotary or Kiwanis, 
will give an unusual opportunity to ‘‘sell’’ 
religious education; (9) parents may be 
enlisted and their loyalties secured through 
the parent-teacher associations; (10) pub- 
lie schools may even, in a limited way, 
give him a brief moment of opportunity to 
make known the significance of religious 
education as the crown of all education. 


A Publicity Director’s Decalogue 


In the writer’s book, ‘*Chureh School 
Leadership,’’? published by Revell Com- 
pany, is found the following, which is used 
by permission: 

1. Thou shalt hold thy pastor and super- 
intendent as thine own best counselors, 
having no other ‘‘graven-image’’ before 
thee. 

2. Thou shalt cultivate the friendships 
of reporters and city editors, courteously 
welcoming their suggestions, even if thine 
own righteousness seemeth to exceed 
theirs, for it is through the window space 
they open to thee that thou canst air thy 
news. 

3. Thou shalt not be out of date with 
thine items, for radios will bring thee 
down to thy publicity grave before the 
morning dawneth. 

4, Thou shalt offer sizeable facts, not 
tweedle-dee-and-tweedle-dum that ciren- 
lateth in kitchens and corner stores, for 
the sayings of great men on‘the Bible, 
Church School, and religious education will 
get wide-armed welcome in thine own town 
paper. 

5. Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor, be he friend or foe, 
for truth lovers yet dwell in the land of 
the living. 

6. Thou shalt wear the cloak of humil- 
ity when thou goest to the house top with 
news concerning thine own Church School, 
its folks and facts. 

7. Thou shalt not covet high sounding 
words, nor paragraphs that ‘‘say it with 
flowers,’’ for simplicity, clarity, and brev- 
ity are the marks that delight the editor’s 
soul, 


5% Serial 
Coupon Bonds 


Sold by 
The Board of Home 
Missions 
Authorized by 
General Synod 


Total Issue $500,000.00 
$250,000.00 Sold 


A Safe Investment 


For Further Information Write to 
Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D. D., 


Field Secretary 


Schaff Building, : 1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


8. Thou shalt not stoop to undignified 
language, nor dip thy pen in the bitterness 
of sarcasm or slander, 

9. Thou shalt not write illegibly, for 
typewriters abound, and copy appeareth 
better when double-spaced on one side 
only. 

10. Thou shalt to thine own self be true, 
holding honor high, with fairness to all 
persons and papers, and favors to none, and 
verily thou shalt have thy reward,—a clear 
conscience when thou liest down at night, 
or at the end of life’s long road. 

(Send questions and problems to Dr. W. 
E. Raffety, 432 Center St., Redlands, 
Calif.) 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


Notice: The W. M. S. of Maryland 
Classis will meet in annual session in St. 
John’s Chureh, Woodsboro, Md., March 28 
and 29. Mrs. J. Frank Bucher will give 
the address at the evening session. Send 
credential blanks to Mrs. Robert Foltz, 997 
Potomac Ave., Hagerstown, Md., not later 
than March 20. Those desiring entertain- 
ment for the night and meals for the two 
days please notify Mrs. G. F. Smith, 
Woodsboro, Md. 


On Feb. 15 the, Cabinet of Maryland 
Classical W. M. S. met at the home of Mrs, 
Davis, Harrisonburg, Va., with a splendid 
attendance and a most successful meeting. 
The local W. M. S. served a delicious 
luncheon. A florist, who is a member of 
the Church, added greatly to the happiness 
of the occasion by sending roses and car- 
nations to beautify the festal board. Rey. 
J. Silor Garrison, pastor of the Har-— 
risonburg Church, joined the 12 officers 
and department secretaries at luncheon, 


Over 300 were present at the United Day 
of Prayer Service in Hanover, Pa., and 
the offering was $26.30. ; 


Notice: The Annual Spring Meeting of 


the W. M.S. of Tohickon Classis, will be~ — 


held on Saturday, March 24, in St. Paul’s 
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Church, Sellersville, Pa., the Rev. J. R. 
Shepley, pastor. Sessions at 9.30 and 1.45 
o’clock. Box lunch. Speaker of the day— 
Mrs. Mary B. Hoy. 


The Missionary Societies of St. Paul’s 
Church, New Oxford, and Emmanuel 
Church, Abbottstown, Pa., were privileged 
to have as speakers at their Thank-Offer- 
ing Services, Dr. and Mrs. Willis Lau, re- 
cently returned from a trip around the 
world. Emmanuel Church observed the 
Day of Prayer, using the program ‘‘ Break- 
ing Down Barriers.’’ For the fourth time, 
the Missionary Societies of New Oxford 
have held a United Day of Prayer Service. 
This year, Mrs. A. P. Frantz, President of 
the Reformed W. M. §8., presided. ‘‘The 
Call to Worship’’ and the ‘‘Theme’’ were 
given by members of her society, ‘‘ Thanks- 
giving’’ by the Methodist group, and 
‘““Confession and Intercession’? by the 
Lutheran society. Other parts of the pro- 
gram were divided among the different 
groups. Mrs. G. E. Shiffer added to the 
program some of her own experiences in 
interracial understanding while she lived 
in Chicago. Mrs. Dora Becker’s ‘‘ Living 
Messages’’ were very forceful. Miss Ethel 
Sheely and Miss K. Winand furnished 
suitable music, a duet—‘‘Seek Ye the 
Lord,’’ and a solo—‘‘Lord, I Want to Be 
a Christian.’’ 

On Feb. 14, the G. M. G. of Lehigh 
Classis, enjoyed a supper meeting in St. 
John’s Church, Allentown, Pa. The girls 
from Churches, where there are no Guilds, 
had been invited as guests. In spite of a 
very stormy evening, 55 girls were present. 
Mrs. William A. Stotz, G. M. G. Secretary 
of East Pennsylvania Classis, was a most 
interesting and challenging after-dinner 
speaker. Every group had come prepared 
to contribute to the social period of the 
evening, perhaps it was a game to be 
played or a stunt to be witnessed, but 
whatever it was everything was enjoyed 
to the utmost. The rally closed at 9 
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o’clock with the ‘‘Lest We Forget’’ Ser- 
vice.?? 


Notes From Bethel Community Center: 
On Friday evening, Feb. 24, Mr. Charles 
Kurtzhalz, representative of the Philadel- 
phia Health Council, illustrated his health 
lecture by showing two reels of pictures— 
one on Teeth and one on Tuberculosis Pre- 
vention. Mr. J. H. Davies, of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union, showed 60 pie- 
ture slides on rural Sunday School work in 
America, on Mar. 2, On Sunday, March 
4, ten students from the Philadelphia 
School of Bible, took charge of the four 
meetings. The order was fine and the at- 
tendance good as these Christian workers 
sang, testified, taught and preached the 
gospel. The two cornets and a saxophone 
helped to stimulate the singing, and 167 
representatives of various creeds, colors, 
sects and nationalities were present to en- 
joy these services and asked to have the 
students return sometime. 


Notice: The 15th Annual Meeting of 
the W. M. S. of Virginia Classis will be 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Edinburg, Va., 
April 11-12. All credentials and names of 
those wishing entertainment should be sent 
to Miss Mollie Lantz, Edinburg, Va., by 
April 4. 

Notice: The 37th Annual Meeting of 
the W. M.S. of Allegheny Classis, Pitts- 
burgh Synod, will be held in St. John’s 
Church, Evans City, Pa., on Tuesday, 
March 27th, at 10.15 A. M. Cabinet meet- 
ing at 9.45 A. M. Members and delegates 
are expected to remain until after the clos- 
ing session at 7.15 P. M. Life Members 
of W. M. S. of A. C., have all the privi- 
leges of delegates. Those desiring enter- 
tainment over night please send their. re- 
quest to Mrs. H. F. Gelbach, Evans City, 
Pa. Meals will be served by the hostess 
society for 60 cents each. 

Mrs. C. G. Pierce, Pres., 
Mrs. S. O. Reiter, Corr. Sec’y. 


News of the Week 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


More than 71,000 flood sufferers in the 
Mississippi Valley are still being fed by 
the Red Cross. Acreage replanted since 
the disaster, with the help of the Red 
Cross, totals 1,669,516, while 570,965 per- 
sons have received reconstruction aid to 
date. Red Cross officials said it was im- 
possible to know when the relief program 
would be closed, but hoped that all recon- 
struction work would be completed during 
the spring. 

Highty villages have been inundated, 
20,000 are homeless and there have been 
several hundred fatalities as a result of the 
breaking of a dike on the south bank of 
the Yellow River in Shantung, China, 75 
miles west of the mouth. 

A joint resolution asking Congress to 
tender its thanks and also the gratitude of 
the American people to Charles Evans 
Hughes for his work at the Panama Con- 
ference held at Havana has been offered 
in the House by Representative Bacon, of 
New York, member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Brig. Gen. John B. Kerr, U. S. A., re- 
tired, who served with distinguished gal- 
lantry in the Indian campaigns of the 
West and Cuba, died in his 81st year at his 
home in Washington, Feb. 28. 


A manuscript of Oliver Goldsmith was 
sold recently in London for $27,272. It 
is a translation from Latin of Vida’s Art 
of Poetry and consists of 679 lines in Gold- 
smith’s handwriting. 


Five marines were killed and 7 wounded 
in ambush by Nicaraguan rebels in a sud- 
den flare-up guerrilla activity on the south- 
ern border of the Department of Nueva 
Segovia, Nicaragua, Feb. 29. 

Marshal Armando Diaz, commander of 
the Italian armies in the World War, died 
Feb. 29 at the age of 67. He was Minister 
of War in the Mussolini Cabinet and Dele- 
gate at Washington Arms Parley. He is 
best known as the General who stemmed 
the Austrian drive in the late war. 

The Woodrow Wilson Peace Award has 
been conferred by unanimous vote of the 
trustees of the Woodrow Wilson Founda- 
tion on Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh for 
his flight across the Atlantic and his other 
flights in the cause of international friend- 
ship. The award consists of the Woodrow 
Wilson Medal and _ $25,000, the same 
amount which was bestowed on Elihu Root 
in 1926 for his work in helping to found 
the World Court. Lord Cecil was the first 
to receive it, in 1924. He gave $5,000 of 
it to provide recreational facilities for the 
personnel of the League of Nations Secre- 
tariat. Mr. Root gave his $25,000 award 
toward an endowment for the magazine, 
‘“¢‘Poreign Affairs,’’ published by the Coun- 
cil of Foreign Relations. Colonel Lind- 
bergh will receive it March 19 at a dinner 
at Hotel Astor, New York City. 

Miss Ina Coolbrith, 85 years old, poet 
laureate of California, died at Berkeley, 
Cal., Feb. 29. She was the last of the cir- 
ele of early San Francisco writers, and was 
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TWO 
INCOMES 


One for Life — 
The Other 
Everlasting 


A Moody Bible Institute An- 
nuity can provide for you a 
most liberal income during 
life and give you the soul 
satisfaction that comes of 
knowing that your works go 
on after your passing. The in- 
comes are high, especially so 
if you are past 40; and the 
security is the finest in the 
world, —the written agree- 
ment of a financially stable 
institution with a forty year 
reputation of keeping its word. 
Write for details today. Now. 


The Moody Bible Institute 


Bureau of Annuities, E-33 
153 Institute Place 


US STREET ESTES ETHOS Cee eee 


THE MOODY BIBLE JNSTITUTE, 
Bureau of Annuities, E-33 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 


Without obligation to me, send information on 
your Annuity Contracts. 


Chicago, Illinois 
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(Life Annuity Contracts may be 
issued to cover more than one life) 


These Easter Pageants Inspire 


They Will Thrill Your People With 
the Easter Message 


INTO GALILEE 
By Lyman R. Bayard 
Hight characters. Price, 35 cents per 
copy; 8 or more copies, 30 cents per copy. 


The Wonderful Pageant of the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus 
THE DAWNING 
By Lyman R. Bayard 
Price, 50 cents per copy; 20 or more 
copies, 45 cents per copy. 


THE TIDINGS 


An Easter Play-Pageant 
By Lyman R. Bayard 


Price, 50 cents per copy; 20 or more 


copies, 45 cents per copy. 
A LEGEND OF SAINT JOHN 
A Drama of the Cross 
By Lyman R. Bayard 
There are fifteen named characters. As 
many others as desired comprise the Chris- 
tian Chureh of Pergamos. This play could 
be splendidly performed by a men’s class, 
as most of the characters are young men, 
Price, 50c per copy; 20 or more copies, 
45e per copy. 
Write for Descriptive Leaflet. 


Publication and 8. 8. Board of the Reformed 
Chureh in the United States 
Schaff Building 


Fifteenth and Race Sts., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
a degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
jum and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
HENER Ye oH. AP PIGN Ds DD: lilseeD:, 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 
Endowments of from $1,000 to $5,000 
or more, establishing perpetual scholar- 
ships for aiding struggling students 

facing rising costs. 

Three ways to found scholarships: 1. By 
Gift in Cash—income immediately available. 
2. By Gift in Cash Under Life-annuity Con- 
tract—income applicable at death of donor. 
3. By Provision in Will—endowment effective 
after death. 

Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials.’ 


Rev. James M. S. Isenberg, D. D. 
Vice President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical coufses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, I\1.D, President 


made poet laureate by an act of the State 
Legislature. 

Associate Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, of the Supreme Court, celebrated 
his 87th birthday March 8. 

According to the 28th annual report of 
the Jewish Agricultural Society there are 
80,000 Jewish farmers in America, tilling 
a million acres worth $150,000,000. The 
society also runs a night school, which had 
an enrollment of 178 last year. New Jew- 
ish farming centers were established dur- 
ing 1927 in Farmingdale and Bound Brook, 
N. J. 

It is said that preparations are in pro- 
gress for the re-entering of Spain in the 
League of Nations when the Assembly re- 
convenes at Geneva next September. The 
first move in this direction probably will 
be made by the Latin-American countries, 
asking the League to extend an invitation 
to the Spanish Government. 

Will H. Hays, Chairman of the Republi- 
ean National Committee in 1920, Postmas- 
ter General in the Cabinet of President 
Harding, and since President of the Motion 
Picture Producers, has testified before the 
Senate Committee, investigating the oil 
scandal, that the Sinclair donation to the 
deficit of the Republican National cam- 
paign fund was $160,000; four years ago 
Mr. Hays said, before the same committee, 
it was $75,000. 

Dr. Herbert M. Evans, Chairman of the 
Department of Anatomy, University of 
California, has announced the discovery of 
a new vitamin, the sixth known to science. 
The discovery will be designated as vita- 
min F, to follow vitamin EH, otherwise 
known as X, also brought to light at the 
University of California. Vitamin F, ac- 
cording to Dr. Evans, is essential for nor- 
mal growth in animals, who attain scarcely 
more than half their normal size and re- 
main immature without it. 

Without a roll call, the Senate March 2 
passed a bill to permit Colonel Lindbergh 
to receive foreign decoration and gifts 
while a member of the Air Corps Reserve. 
It is necessary for Congress to pass special 
legislation before an army or navy officer 
can do so. 

General Jorge Holguin, former President 
of Colombia and prominent business man, 
died at Bogota at the age of 83. 

The General Electric Company engineers 
of the laboratories at Schenectady, N. Y., 
have announced the development of a new 
high frequency radio tube, which in an ex- 
periment produces fryless fried eggs and 
unbaked baked apples. 

An appeal has been made to the world 
for $8,000,000 for 12,000,000 Chinese who 
are suffering from famine—the victims 
of war and extortion. Two-thirds of the 
Shantung Province has been officially 
listed as a famine area. 

An epidemic of smallnox in Syria has 
cut in half the Holy Land tour of 2,000 
American tourists, when they were for- 
bidden to land from the steamships Doric 
and Rotterdam, March 4. Beirut has been 
placed under strict quarantine. The 3,000 
children in American orphanages there 
have been vaccinated. 

Announcement has been made: that an 
accord outlawing chemical and bacteriolo- 
gical warfare has become effective between 
France and Venezuela. These are the only 
two nations which have yet ratified the 
Geneva gas war protocol adopted June 17, 
1925, condemning gas, chemicals and bac- 
teria as means of war. Although many 
other nations signed this protocol they 
have all delayed ratification. 

Official Washington does not favor the 
suggestion of Colonel Philippe Bunau- 


Varilla, the distinguished French expert, 


who was chief engineer of the French 
Panama Canal Company, that a sea-level 
strait joining the Atlantie and Pacific 
Oceans will be the only solution of the 
problem of the rapidly increasing traffic of 
the Panama Canal. The War Department 
is favorable to the construction of a canal 
via the Nicaraguan route for use whenever 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
A. B. and B.S. Degrees 
accredited by 
The State Department 
Wholesome Home and College Life on a 
beautiful 70-acre campus. Department of 
Religious Education and Social Service 
especially commended by our Church 
Leaders. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D., 
President 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M, Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
- Salisbury, N.C. 
Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 


Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. 
There are larger faculties, but none 


stronger or better qualified than 
Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but is rapidly approaching the necessity 


of limiting its student body. 
Easily accessible location. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Write for catalog and view booklet. 


the present waterway at Panama is unable © 


to take care of world shipping. The sea 
level type is looked upon as impracticable 
and prohibitive in cost by army experts. 

According to last year’s census Russia 
has a total population of 146,989,000. 

There are 577 tribes and 150 distinet 
languages are used. 

Influenza rages throughout Tokio. 2,000 
are dead and the mortality averages 58 a 
day. 500,000 cases have been reported in 
Japan. ; 

The 49th Council of the League of Na- 
tions opened March 5 with the foreign 
ministers of most European countries fae- 
ing serious and important decisions, The 
Kellogg proposals looking to outlawing of 
war will be one of the serious problems to 
be considered. 

Alexander P. Moore, former Ambassador 
to Spain, has announced his purchase of 
‘*The New York Daily Mirror’’ and ‘*The 
Boston Advertiser’? from William Ran- 
dolph Hearst and his re-entry into the 
newspaper field. Mr. Moore was a former 
Pittsburgh newspaper owner and intends 
to make the above papers the nucleus of 
a country-wide chain of tabloid news- 
papers. 


DEDICATION OF FIRST CHURCH, 
POTTSVILLE, PA. 
(Continued from Page 2) 


ville, Pa., Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, pastor, 3 
special services were held on Feb. 26 in 
the new edifice. 


Rev. Dr. C. B. Schneder 


_ 
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preached in the morning, and Dr. Paul 8. 
Leinbach, Editor of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ de- 
livered the evening sermon, Rev. R. A. 
Bausch and the pastor, also participating 
in this evening service. So large was the 
evening congregation that it was necessary 
to hold an overflow service in the chapel, 
which was conducted by the Rev. O. R. 
Frantz, of Minersville, and at which Dr. 
Leinbach also spoke. At the afternoon 
community meeting the many ministers of 
the city brought greetings to the congre- 
gation. A musical service, under the di- 
rection of Miss Effie G. Hoke, organist and 
choir-leader, was held on Monday night. 
Tuesday was Schuylkill Classis Night, with 
a sermon by Rev. A. O. Reiter. Rev. R. J. 
Freeman, a former pastor of First Church, 
delivered the sermon on Wednesday, which 
was designated as ‘‘Former Pastors’ 
Night.’’? Dr. W. F. Curtis spoke on March 
1, which was ‘‘Edueational Night,’’ and 
the concluding service on Friday evening, 
which was ‘‘Sunday School Night,’’ was 
addressed by Elder H. E. Paisley, of 
Philadelphia. 

With the aid of various Church societies, 
and backed by a solid congregation, Rev. 
Mr. Fetterolf, during the 14 years of his 
pastorate, caused to be consummated a 
series of improvements beginning with the 
installation of a new pipe organ and cul- 
minating in the present edifice, which was 
really begun in 1834, when a firm founda- 
tion was laid in the organization of the 
congregation. The corner-stone of ‘this 
building was laid on April 24, 1927, when 
Rev. Morgan A. Peters, a former pastor, 
was the speaker. The value of the new 
equipment has been placed at $60,000, the 
cost to be $35.000. Architect D. H. Groot- 
enboer, a member of the congregation, de- 
serves much credit for the way all possible 
space was utilized in planning the modern- 
ized edifice. W. J. Messersmith and Sons 
were the builders. The Pottsville ‘‘Repub- 
lican’’ says it is a ‘‘elever and successful 
culmination to the spirit of determination 
and confidence of the congregation under 
the aggressive leadership of a most able 
and highly esteemed pastor.’’ 

The Church has been served by the fol- 
lowing pastors: Revs. David Hassinger, 
1834-48; J. A. Rubolt, 1848-50; C. EB. Hoff- 
meier, 1850-53; J. Gantenbine, 1853-54; 
L. E. Graeff, D. D., 1854-58; Samuel Miller, 


1858-64; J. C. Bueher, D. D., 1864-68; 
Samuel Miller, 1868-72; George Neff, 1872- 
73; Mr. Kintz, 1873-76; C.. Baum, D. D., 
1876-82; A. S. Keiser, 1882-83; L. D. 
Steckel, 1883-86; H. H. Mishler, 1886-93; 
W. H. Herbert, 1893-99; M. A. Peters, 
1899-03; A. F. Dreisbaeh, Ph.D., 1903-08; 
R. J. Freeman, 1908-13; and L. M. Fetter- 
olf, since 1913. 


(A picture of this beautiful new Chureh 
appears on the cover page 
of this issue, ) 


THE MISSIONARY WORK OF A CER- 
TAIN CHURCH 


Under this caption Dr. Adolf Keller, in 
the ‘‘Kirehenfreund’’ (Friend of the 
Churehes), of Basle, Switzerland, reports 
the following concerning the Reformed 
Chureh in the U. S.:— 


The Reformed Chureh in the U. S., which 
is most closely allied to our Swiss Re- 
formed Chureh—sinee it is built upon 
Zwingli and the Heidelberg Catechism— 
has, as is the ease with all Ameriean 
Churches, its own missionary work. In 
America this work, as our readers are 
aware, is not entrusted to societies com- 
posed of private individuals, but is the re- 
sponsibility and task of the Chureh itself. 
The Reformed Churches in the United 
States, during the greater portion of the 
18th century, were dependent upon the 
help of the Reformed Chureh of Germany, 
Switzerland and Holland. Today | this 
Chureh is a flourishing, self-sustaining 
body. It takes part in the relief work of 
its co-religionists, conducted by the Cen- 
tral Bureau for the Relief of Evangelical 
Churches in Europe, and earries on mis- 
sionary work in several foreign fields. This 
missionary work is still headed by the 


Teach Children 
To Use 


Cuticura 


Soothes and Heals 
Rashes and Irritations 


Cuticura Soap Keeps the Skin Clear 


great Moderator Bartholomew, who was 
honored last year by the conferring of the 
Doctor’s degree by the faeulty of the Uni- 
versity of Bern. 

The Church, whose beginnings are asso- 
elated with the Swiss name Schlatter, sent 
out its first missionary to Brusa, whence 
the work was transferred to Aintab. In 
1887 missionary work was begun in Japan, 
where a number of edueational institutions 
have been founded. In 1891 work was be- 
gun in China, where there are now a con- 
siderable number of stations. Recently 
the Reformed Chureh entered Mesopotamia 
and opened a station in Bagdad. This mis- 
sion is worthy of special note because it 
represents the co-operative effort of three 
different denominations, the two Reformed 
Churches in America and the Presbyterian, 
If I am not greatly mistaken this is the 
only missionary work earried on econjointly 
by different denominations. The Church 
there cares for Syrian refugees, and an 
Arabic Protestant Church has come into 
being. The major emphasis is on educa- 
tional work. 

A vigorous Woman’s Missionary Society 
serves as an auxiliary to this work. Among 
the missionary workers during the past 50 
years there appear a large number of Swiss 
names, such as_ Bollinger, Schlatter, 
Bucher, Beck, Stucki, Moser. During the 
past year the ‘‘Reformed Church Messen- 


Religious Book Leaders 


CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL 
ADVENTURING 


Edited by Jerome Davis 
of Yale University 


“The minister will find in it rich sermon 
material. In fact, there is no other volume 
known to me which so stimulatingly sug- 
gests ways in which the individual Chris- 
tian as well as the Church can co-operate 
in helping to Christianize the local com- 
munity.’—S. Parkes Cadman. 


Among the contributors to this outstand- 
ing work are Senator Borah, Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick, Graham Taylor, the late 
Wayne B. Wheeler, and Bishop McConnell. 

Price, $2.50 


REALITY 


By Canon B. H. Streeter 


“Furnishes new clues, opens up new 
avenues of thought and offers hints that 
the reader can follow up for himself.”— 
The Sprinfield Republican, Price, $2.50 


ADVENTURE 


By Canon B. H. Streeter and Others 


A feast of good things on a host of un- 
settled problems of religious thinking. 


Price, $2.00 


DOES CIVILIZATION NEED RELIGION? 


By Reinhold Niebuhr 


Makes the Christian religion the inevit- 
able basis of the badly needed spiritual 
regeneration of Western civilization. 

Price, $2.00 


CHRISTIANITY 


By Charles Guignebert 


“Though, happily, not written as an ex- 
ploit in popularization, the work is not 
beyond the understanding of any trained 
reader.”—Springfield Republican. 


Price, $4.50 


THE WRESTLE OF RELIGION WITH 
TRUTH 


By Henry Nelson Wieman 


Author of ‘Religious Experience and 
; Scientific Method” 

“T do not know any book which,I have 
ever read that helped me more to know 
what religion is and how to use it.”— 
Joseph Fort Newton. Price, $2.50 


THE RESURRECTION IN OUR STREET 


By The Rev. George Stewart, Ph.D. 


Minister of the Madison Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York City 
Author of ‘The Crucifixion in Our Street,” 
“God and Pain,’ ‘“‘Redemption: An 
Anthology of the Cross,” ete. 


Dr. Stewart offers no theoretical answer 
to the question of immortality. With rare 
poetic insight he runs the scale of human 
experience and shows the force and mean- 
ing of the Resurrection in the terms and 
deeds of everyday life. To him the Resur- 
rection is a truth never left without a 
witness, a fact which finds repeated verifi- 
cation in the heart of man. His book is 
crammed with instances to show the cour- 
age Jesus’ victory over death has given and 
the faith it has kindled. The author’s ex- 
traordinary ability for presenting the truth 
of Christianity winsomely and cogently 
was never better exemplified. Net, $1.35 


HIS LAST WEEK 


By The Rev. J. W. G. Ward, D.D. 


Minister of the First Congregational 
Church, Detroit, Michigan. 


Writing in that keenly imaginative fash- 
ion which distinguishes his works, the 
suthor presents a most significant study of 
the final week of Our Lord as interpreted 
by Thomas the Doubter. Students and 
ministers will find in this imaginary nar- 
rative the first understanding portrayal of 
the character of Thomas, and through him 
a fresh approach to the suffering and 
triumph of Christ during the last days of 
His earthly life. A book of highest devo- 
tional value for Lent. Net, $1.75 
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ger,’’ the official organ of this denomina- 
tion, was able to celebrate its one hun- 
dredth anniversary, a thing that can hard- 


ly be said of any of our Swiss Church 
papers. 


OBITUARY 


HARRY D. ROSEN 


In the passing of Harry D. Rosen to the 
life beyond, St. John’s Church, Middle- 
brook, Va., suffered the loss of one of its 
most faithful members. Early in 1927 he 
began to suffer from a tumor, which he 
had removed at the King’s Daughters Hos- 
pital, Staunton, last April, and used ra- 
dium in a Baltimore Hospital, but the 
affliction soon returned and for the past 
four months he was a great sufferer, which 
he always bore with patience and without 
complaint. The end came at his home, 
Route 1, Staunton, on the afternoon of 
Jan. 12th. 

Brother Rosen, who was the son of Elder 
J. J. Rosen, was 40 years old and had been 
a faithful member of St. John’s Church 
for almost 25 years, always willing to 
serve as best he could in Church and Sun- 
day School. He was formerly a deacon 
of St. John’s. He is survived by his wife, 
who before her marriage, was Miss Effie 
Swisher, and 3 daughters, Misses Made- 
line, Helen, and little Mary Lee, all at 
home; also 2 brothers, Clyde, of Penn 
Laird, Va., and Lee, of Redlands, Calif.; 
2 half-brothers, Wallave and Alvin Rosen, 
of Staunton, Route 1, and 1 half-sister, 
Miss Claudine Rosen, of the same locality. 

He was not only interested in his Church 
and Sunday School, but had the welfare 
of his community at heart and was always 
willing to lend a helping hand when 
needed. 

His funeral was conducted from St. 
John’s Church on the morning of the 19th, 
by Rev. H. S. Turner, D. D., pastor of 
Bethel Presbyterian Church. 


MRS. JOHN A. DIEHL 


Heidelberg Church at Marion, Pa., 
mourns the loss of Hannah Mary Stenger, 
wife of Elder John A. Diehl. Mrs. Diehl 
was born at Ft. Loudon, but with her hus- 
band and family, resided at Marion for 
many years. She died on Sunday, Janu- 
ary 29, 1928, after being bedfast for about 
three weeks. She is survived by her hus- 
band, 3 daughters and 3 sons. Her age 
was 79 years, 6 months and 5 days. Mrs. 
Diehl was known and highly regarded for 
her sterling qualities of Christian woman- 
hood by a circle that extended far beyond 
the community in which she spent her 
earthly life. For many years the ‘‘Mes- 
senger’’? came to the Diehl home in her 
name. Her mortal remains were laid to 
rest in the Maplewood Cemetery at Marion 
on Feb. 1. She rests from her labors and 
her good works follow her. —J. C. 8. 


ELDER A. B. BAUSMAN 


Zion congregation of Millersville, Pa., 
recently suffered another great loss. On 
Sunday afternoon, Feb. 12, at 5 o’clock, 
Dr. Abraham B. Bausman died at his home 
of paralysis. He was first stricken about 
ten years ago. Dr. Bausman was born 
August 31, 1851, at the Bausman home- 
stead farm, near Millersville, where he re- 
sided for 33 years. On January 15, 1878, 
he was united in marriage to Laura F. 
Bard, of Mechanicsburg. They had cele- 
brated their golden wedding anniversary 
four weeks before he died. 

Dr. Bausman was a member of Zion con- 
gregation from boyhood. For a period of 
48 years he served the Church faithfully as 
deacon, trustee and elder. At the last con- 
gregational meeting he was elected elder- 
emeritus. He had also served for many 


years as a member of the Board of Trus- . 
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Easter 


EASTER POST CARDS 
Various designs of flowers, children, church 
and country scenes, suitable for adults or 
children. 
Price, le each. $1.00 per 100. 
EASTER CROSSES 


Colored sprays of spring flowers. Four de- 
signs. Scripture verses. Without Envelopes. 
Size, 2%, x 4 inches. $1.50 per 100. 
Size, 34% x 434 inches. $2.50 per 100. 


SERIES No. 1150 EASTER CARDS 


Very attractive designs full of Easter at- 
mosphere printed in ten colors on very fine 
stock. 

Size, 3x4% inches. Price per set of 10 
eards and envelopes, 30ce. 
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No, 1151 
SERIES No. 1151 EASTER CARDS 


Beautiful designs of landscapes and spring 
flowers, printed in full color lithography. 

Size, 3x4% inches. Price per set of 10 
ecards and envelopes, 30e. 
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Greeting 
Cards 


SERIES No, 1153 EASTER FOLDERS 


The designs on these folders are most un- 
usual—are printed in rich color tones om 
beautiful stock. 

Size, 3x4% inches. Price per set of 10 
folders and envelopes, 50c. 


LARGE EASTER CROSS BOOK MARKS 


Two lovely designs, one a yellow-bordered 
eross with a cluster of narcissus and silk 
ribbon run through, and the other a blue- 
bordered cross with Easter lilies and ribbon. 
Both are beautifully printed on white stock 
reproducing the flowers in all of their natural 
dainty colorings. Each book mark bears an 
Easter greeting and Scripture verse. An en- 
velope accompanies each cross. 

Size, 3% x 6 inches. Price per dozen, assort- 
ed, $1.80; each, 15e, 


Wordial 
Faster Grectinas 


= 


“4 Pete Greetings a 


ae 


No. 1153 
SERIES No. 1152 EASTER FOLDERS 


This series is composed of the finest de- 
signs ever reproduced. On the inside of the 
folders beautiful Easter sentiment and Bible 
Texts will be found. : 

Size, 3x5 inches. Price per set of 10 fold- 
ers and envelopes, 50e 
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tees of the Millersville State Normal 
School. He was highly esteemed and _ be- 
loved by a wide cirele of friends, who were 
drawn to him by his generous spirit and 
sterling Christian character, Besides his 
wife, he is survived by one daughter, Miss 
Minnie, at home, and two sisters, Anna E., 
and Barbara B. Bausman, of Millersville. 

Funeral services were held from the 
home Wednesday afternoon, Feb. 15, at 2 
o’clock, conducted by his pastor, Rev. A. 
W. Barley, assisted by Rev. George A. 


Whitmore. Interment in Zion Reformed 
Cemetery. 
MRS. MARY E. WARNER 


After a long and beautiful life of ser- 
vice, Mrs. Mary E. Warner, of Riegels- 
ville, Pa., was called home to glory Friday, 
Feb. 17th. Mrs. Warner has been for 
many years a faithful and beloved member 
of St. John’s Church, of Riegelsville. 

She was the widow of Wm. Warner, 
whom she survived 40 years. She was 86 
years old. Mrs. Warner is mourned most 
deeply by her sons and daughters, to whom 
she has been through all the years a 
mother whose name they call blessed. She 
is survived by 5 daughters, Mrs. Naomi 
Cyphers, of Riegelsville; Mrs. George 
Thomas, of Allentown; Mrs. Evan Young, 
of Easton; Mrs. Andrew Kroner, of 
Phillipsburg, N. J., and Mrs. Frank Fabin, 


of Phila., and 2 sons, Mr. Milton Warner 


and Mr. John Warner, both active Phila- 
delphia laymen; 13 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren. As wife, mother, 
helper and friend, she represented the 
noblest type of Christian womanhood. 
Like the roses, which she loved and 
eared for in her own garden, she lived in 
beauty and service to reach a full bloom; 
and now, though the petals have fallen, an 
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exquisite fragrance still lingers in 
memory of those she left behind. _ 


